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True Engliſh Goyernment, 
AND 


Wet MIS-GOVERNMENT 


Of the Four lat K 1 6 5, 


WITH. 


The 11] Cons SEQUENCES thereof, 
Briefly noted in'Two little TraQs. 


Exurgat DEUS, & difipentur Trnimici ejus. 


Dat ſuperne DEVS.. 
LC ON DO N, Printed in the Year, 1689. 
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Advernſemenr. 


Ecauſe ſome may be offended at the Freedom and Plain- 
dealing uſed in ye Papers, it is fit, | 
1. To acquaint them that it was thought neceſſary; partly 
| to manifeſt the Juſtice of the Attions of the fi Kyng 
and Queen, the Parliament and Nation, in the late Revo- 
Intion, and preſent Settlement ; and partly for 4 greater 
. purpoſe than that, viz. To manifeſt the Righteous Judg- 
ments of God wpon that Family, for the Honour of God, 
and neceſſary Caution to them that come after, that they 
may be humbled under the mighty Hand of God, axd uſe 
all good Means to avert the Conrſe of thoſe Judgments 
from themſelves : and to awaken the Nation. | 
2. To admoniſh them to conſider, Whether their Offence 

be reaſonably taken, ſo long as we ſee ſo much, ( not honeſt 
Freedom, hs ) Impious Licention{neſs, Preſunption againſt 
God, and Rude and Impudent Contempt of the Religion 
of the State, by Profanation of the Sacred Name of 
God, and notorious Violation of the Precepts of Chri- 
- ſtianity, to be daily ated without controle. Were they pro- 
portionably ſenfible how far this Rudeneſs ( or rather in- 
conſiderate Folly and Madneſs ) exceeds any thing in theſe 
Papers, all their Refentmeuts nould ſoon be converted into 
Admiration at their own Stupidity. 

And for the Church and Churchmen, they who are not 
more concerned that ſuch things ſhould be, than that they. 

ſhould be ſaid, Dici potuiſſe & non potuiſſe refelli, can- 
not certainly be, either good Men, or good Friends to either ; 
and they who. are in truth ſo concerned, will rather approve 
ſuch Plain-dealing , and put to their helping hand, than 
quarrel with them who do it. 
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'occafion opens a Profpect into certain neceſſary Means 


TOSIOEST ln SSI 1h AY - VE. 66 

the King. 
S IR, Try 

I'H.E .Two Papers hereunto annexed, do ſo 
nearly. concern ; Your: Majeſty, that is, the 
_ Right, of Your Government; and the happy 
Adminiſtration thereof, that it may be thought 
Duty, tather than Preſumption, to preſent, them .to Y ou, 
Beſides, In each I haye uſed that Freedom and Plain- 
dealing, which may need Your ProteCton ; and there- 
fore having- done it upon the {6lid -grounds of 'Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and: for the Publick Good, if it be fit 

for You toafford it, it is but reaſonable for me to crave it. 

The oze in the Socratick way. of QuesTIONsS up- 
ON THs LATE REvoLuTIONS, leads gently to ſuch 
obvious and plain Concluſions as juſtifie the ACtions 
of Your ' Self, and | of all who have joyned with You 
in Your late great Undertakings and. Accels tothe Go- 
Vernment. NF. 

The o:her in the plain way of Narrative and Obſer- 
vations, contains nor only a neceſſary CAVEAT AGAINST 
FLATTERY AND PROPHANATION ,, ; but diſcovers 
and lays open the principal Errors i» Government, axd 


Miſcarriages, which have involved. the laſt Race of 
Kings ot this Nation, in ſuch fatal Miſchiefs, as the 


_ 


World hath : beheld. wich Admiration ; and upon that 


0 


- 
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to make both Prince and People more happy for the 
future. | 

- The Providence of God +5 exactly Uniform in all 
Ages, though through-the variety of the A@tons of. 
Men, and different Circumſtances thereof, it may ſome- 


times ſcem to ful Spettatgrs various. JFheJews 
were once the Pechlfar People of God, and,-as, fugh were 
undes aPecular Piyine Regimen ;; But they having cor- 
rupted_themſelves, and withſtood all the Methods of 
Providence for- their Reformation, and being therefore 
rejected, the Chriſtians ſucceed / in that State and Pri- 
viledge :: And accordingly we may obſerve' the ike 
Methods of Providence in the Occurrences of each. 
" The due conſideration of. the Sacred Hiſtory of the 
Jews will open-a Proſpe& into the Myſteries and ſe 
cret Providential Diſpolal of the. Parallel Occurrences. of 
this. Nation in this Age; and both compared. and well 
conſidered exhibit | a plain Repreſentation and Pattern 
of what is to .be avoided, what to be done, to make 
all Kings and Queens, ang the whole Nation, for the 
Sorofe pore Hagen their ane y ee 


mc | zovernment. - #5 

- It pleaſed God by his Providenceto give unto Your 
Great Grandfather, King James, an Extraordinary Deli- 
werance in the Beginning of his Reign ; And he hath 
given to. Your ſIF as Extraordinary Succeſs, and (be- 
yond Your expectation ) brought You to, the Throne, 
Such Extraordipary Aits of Providence do always na 
turally produce Special Obligation of Gratitude and Fide. 
lity, and of Subſervience to ſome Special End and De- 


fg apparent enough by ſome Indications in the Courſe 
of that Providence, to.fuch as duly apply themſelyes. 


to obſerve and conſider it.. / 


wwe We 1.4 SF i 8 4 


(3) 
matry fair Opporeries, Invitations,” internal Motions; 
and external Morives to © corre& their Errors before it 
be too late. This was the caſe of 'King Pine dt his 
Son, and both his Grandſons ; who' ſat upon the Throne 
but four Succeſſions, and bur three Generations. . 
- But 4 Prudent, Faithful and Grateful Obediexce to. 
the Will' of God, and S#bſervience to ſuch Special End 
and Defign, is uſually not only very ſuccesful in that 
ſpecial* matter, but moreover for the moſt part pro- 
cures univerſal Ptaſperity *and Happineſs to that Per- 


fon in all things, which -are nor hindered by fome 


particular Miſcarriage. And this I do heartily wiſh 

Conſort. | 

thereof, are Obligatory Cation to' You,” 'not only as 

Authority ; and more: yet, Examplesof Your Progeni- 

greater Circamſpettion, leſt by the ſame or the like Miſcar- 
The Original of their Miſcarriages were committed 

God, and Juſtice toward Men, by irs 9boh the Firſt : 

orfaking his Dependance oj 

by Profanation, or abuſe of Religion to ſuch. Policies : 


may be: the caſe of Your Self and Your Royal 
Common Examples, but as Examples of Your own, and 
tors, from whom by the. Mother You are perſonally 
riages You enter into' Society or Communion of their 
againſt the two great Branches. of that Righteouſneſs, 
Firſt, by Unfaithfulneſs to that Providefice, which had 
7 Enc n\God; and Recourle for 

his Security to Worldly Wi 
x. For his Security, by TR Indulgence and Favour 

py A 


Their | Miſcarriages, and-rhe * PPy Confequences 
Your immediate  Predeceſſors, to whom! You fixceed It 
deſcended ; a ſpecial Caution of great importance'for Your 
Guilt, and the fatal Judgments decreed for the fame. 
by which the Throne'is Eftabliſhed, Religion towards 
given "him {6 great' a Deliverance, deſferting his Call, 

om and Policy. Secondly, 
at home, and unhap ance abroad with Papiſts., 


2. For the Advancing of -his affeQed* Prerogative ani 
A 2  Abſolutenefs 


i 
| 


£4) 
Abſoluteneſs above Law, by Diſpoſing of Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefices and Preferments, with more or no leſs regard to 
that, than to the proper Ends of that ſacred Employment, 
and thereby, encouraging Flatterers, and: turning the 
Church.intoa FaQzjan. 3. By Diſcouraging and Oppreſ- 


brug true Piety' and Devotion to God, and Conſciencious 
Obſervance of his Laws, . (by, reproachful . Names of | 


Puritans and Precifians, . and by that impious: and 
abominable:; project of the, Book . of Sports; )- and 
encouraging , Formality -and, the External Pomp of the 
Church, to: gratifie that FaQtion. And for Jzjuſtice I 
bave already named the root, of it, AﬀeQation of un- 
limited Prerogative and- Abſoluteneſs, which produced 
more. Illegal Proceedings and- unjuſt Aﬀvions, than can 
conveniently, be.. enumerated here 10 particular ; and 
beſides; ſuch another FaQion in the State. Thele, like 


the. Wicked Policies of Jeroboam, ſtuck {o cloſe to his. 


Houſe, and ſo; prevailed in. his Poſterity, that they pro- 
duced at length the._like unhappy Conſequences to 
And though it, can hardly be imagined, that ſo Wiſe, 
Vertuqus and Generous a Prince as Your Self, ſhould ever 
fall, eſpecially after ſuch Examples of Caution, into ſuch 
Errors and Miſcarriages, ſo contrary to Your own Publick 
Declaration, and to the avowed Ends of Your'Expediti- 
on : yet if we conſider how many Eminent Perſons, who 
ſeemed ro have been defigned for Great Matters, and 
have been carried on a great way by a very , propitious. 


Providence , have notwithſtanding, by ſome unhappy- 
Miſcarriage, or Neglect of the, Opportunity put into, 


their Hands, interrupted the, Courle of that Favourable 
Providence, and been deſerted by it; it willappear that 
the Caution is not unreaſonable. 
And it will appear 'the more. reaſonable, if we'conſi- 
der firſt, The [4 


Sin; and from what ſmall Begianings it inſenſibly grows 
| | up: 


* 
i. +... - on. %* Le 


blile inſinuating. and prolifick Nature of 


J 
4 
5 
: 
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up toa full Maturity. Whereof we have very remarkabls 
Examples in the great perſons before mentioned : How 
indulgence-to; Papilts in King James the Firſt, came at 
laſt to-ſuch Zeal for Popery in King James the Second, _ 
as Joſt him his Kingdom; How Contempt of Preciſe- 
neſs in King James the firſt, came at laſt todire& no- 
torious - Fmmorality in both: his Grandſons, and in- 
fetted the Nation ; and the like. 2. "That every Oppor- 
tunity of doing good, is an Obligation to do.it : bur every 
Special and Extraordinary Opportunity and. Advantage; 
a Special Obligation of Subſervience to: the Providence of 
God-upon that occaſion; and ſuch an Obligation as is 
| never neglected by any Man without Loſs, Trouble, or 
l {ome great Miſchief to himſelf. 0 

3. And yer the more reaſonable ſtill will it appear, 
| if we further conſider the Great OZligations,. which that 
extraordinary Providence ,. which 'hath conducted you ,. 
andthe Things, to which it hath led You,. do neceflarily. 
infer, both for Caution, and AQion. ! 


: 
_ \ 
q 
J 
: 
# 
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God, by Your Hand, as his viſible Inftrument , but 
indeed by his own Inviſible Power. and Miniſters, . hath 
driven out Popery and Arbitrarineſs before You ; ſubjeted 
| . -» a@ formidable Army;. much more confiderable than Your 
| own, unto. You; and brought You with an caſy Courſe to 
the' Adminiſtration of the. Publick Afairs of the Nation. . 
. And thus far. all is: well. But:here. we come to a_Cri- 
| tical Point, and of ſome danger :: 1. Leſtit bz thought 
; that all is done, and gpthing more remaining”: . which 
f might. produce an unhappy Neglect; through Non-at-- 


tendance to Your Calling, . and to the further: Deſigas of 
| Providence ;. and that a: Relapſe of all again.. 2. Lett 
, we fall into the Qld unhappy Error, through the Fallacies 
of that Spurious Wiſdom of. the World : : For though 
= there be now notemptation to any Poltick Compliance 
with Papilts, yet are there two. other Nations of- kin to 
them, which muſt be ſubdued, and all Leagues and RE: | 
pliance.. 


(6s) 
Pliance with them avoided, the Debauched on the'one 


hand, and the FaCtious on the other, (though the De- 
bauched are as morally FaQtious as any: But by- Fattions, 
L intend here: as-well choſe Zealots for the Church of Ex- 
gland, who are really {uch ( as many are ina high degree) 
as others whoare ſuch for their ſeveral Parties. 1 
The true and effeCtual way to allay and extingniſh the 
preſent Fattions, is very plain, if we do but -confider the 
Cauſes and Occaſions of them : which were' principal 
the Princes Favours partially diſpenſed, and Church-Pye- 


ferment 's accordingly diſpoſed, and fat#ions Atts of Par- 


liamext. It is now known, and believed by Men-of 
good intelligence, that not only the then D. of York, but 


K. Charles 2. allo, were intangled in Popery before their 


Return into 'Exgi/and. And it 1s therefore not to be 
queſtion'd, but their Counſels, and the Parliament it ſelf, 
being at firſt under a tranſport, and after corrupted by 
Penſions and ExpeCtations, were through their Means 
influenced by the crafty and buſy Romiſh Agents; who by 
the ſame Means did both promote their own Deſigns, 
and infinuate- themſelves 1ato Favour. They did really 
deſire to have the King abſolute: for a ſingle perſon, they 
knew, was more eaſy tobe dealt with, than. a number of 
Men in Parliament : "They did really defire very ſtrict 
Terms of Conformity and: Severity 'againſt' Proteſtant 
Diffenters to be enacted : . for this they foreſaw would the 
more effeQtually divide the Church and Nation, and fo 
much the more weaken each part,: and' give rhem advan- 
tage againſt either, as they had 'occafion. Theſe were 
both of them plauſible Pretences. And the Impreſſions 
of both are very viſible in divers Ads of Parliament;e(- 
pecially thoſe which concern Uniformity, Conventicles, 
Corporations and 'the Militia: If therefore upon 'due 
confideration.of this notable Abufe and Impoſture, thoſe 
———— Acts were all repealed ; all unneceſſary 
Terms of Contormity, never required in the ancient 


Church, 


1) 
Church, diſcharged; and things were betterſetled upon a 
New/or rather thetrue Amtient)Foundation, more agree- 
able, in the Church,to the Nature of Chriſtianity ; and in 
the State, to the true Engliſh-Conſtitution;; the FaQtions 
would. eaſily. becur'd by Your Peincely Wildom and Mo- 
deration. __ GH " 
. - Concerning Debaucbery I have ſaid {od much in the 
latter of theſe Papers, that I aced fay the leſs here : But 
this is moſt proper for this place : Whatever Senſual Men. 
may think, it was not the Power of Your Arms, nor 
the Concurrence of the Nobility, and Gentry with You, 
which madeYours acceſs ſo Great &Extraordinary beyond 
all ExpeCtation, But it was the Preſence of certain {1rui- 
ſible Powers, and a Secret Divine Majeſty, (far beyond that 
of Crowns and Scepters, ) communicated to You, ( as is. 
frequent with ,vertuous Men in juſt Undertakiagsagrtee- 
able to the Defigns of the :Divine Providence, ) which 
made all yield , and give Place, before You. If theſe 
be. provoked to withdraw'or deſert You, ( which may be 
by YonrNegkct or deſerting, their. Condutt and'the Ser 
vice to, which they lead You, or by Indulging any wick- 
edneſs or Prafanation in Your ſelf, or about You, or in 
Your power to reform ; for they are Holy Spirits in your 
caſe imployedupon aHoly work and defign;)YourStrength 
will fuddainly be gone, You wall become like other Men, 
all things will be at.a ſtand, go heavily or croſs with 
'You, and if You ſee not Your Error. in time, and amend 
it, You will by degrees be wholly deſerted and left naked. 
And here it may be fit, and I hope without offence to 
Your Majeſty, to offer to Your Conlideration, whether 
there may not have. been ſome. Fault already committed 
in this reſpe&, and the Courſe of Providence, which 
moved ſo ſmoothly and effeEtually before, be not ſince 
become thereby more ſlow and retarded. And the reaſon. 
is. this: There was long ſince « Paper. put into your 
hand concerning this matter ; and the Care of it, _— 
might. 


{1 
| 
[ 
| 
| 


(8) 


1 might not miſcarry through jo re of Buſineſs (- for 
1t was thena buſy time ) or Politick Co 


| afiderations, 'not 
long after recommended to one ſpecially- obliged ro be 
concerned for ſuch matters : | but it ſeems to have met 
with no favourable promotion, But our Streets are ſtill 
filled, in the day time, with horrid profane Swearng ; and 
in the night, with laſcivious Negotiations :/ and all kind 
of Debauchery is ſtill as-impudent and rampant as'ever, 


' without controll. And agreeable thereunts the Courſe 


of our Affairs ſeems ever ſince in ſome things. very- ſlow, 
in ſome ſtationary, and in others plainly retrograde. ' A 
parallel adjudged caſe in the Propher Haggai may direct 


in the Examination and Reſolution of this. 


If Your Zeal for -the Honor and Service 6f God 
1n theſe things, and others to which You arediredted, 
not proper hereto be particularly mentioned, be - not an- 
{werable'to the Exrraordinary Favours and Defigns of 
Providence, I dare be'bold to fay, You will ſuffer an an- 
{werable Diminution of Your Majeſty : But if You do 
with all Fidelity and Reſolution attend to Your Call, and 
follow that Divine ConduQt, it will infallibly lead Yon 
to Great Honour and Satisfaction here, and Eternal Hap- 
pineſs hereafter. Which that You may, is the only End 
of this plain Diſcourſe, and for this End I ſhall in all 
things endeavour to approve my ſelf =—_ 


Your Olediext and moſt Faithful 


Sutjett and Servant. 


B. 
CAVEAT 


FLAT TERY, 


PROFANATION 


| OF 
 * Sacred things to Secular Ends : 


UPON ” 


KY; ght of the Order of the Convention 
for the Thanksgiving, 


AND 


Conſu deration oh the Miſgovernment i 
 Maeisfortunes of the laſt Race of 
Kings of this Nation. | 


LONDON, 
Printed in the Year MDCLXXX IX. 


 CAVEAT 
FLALTITERY, 


PROFANATION. of Sacred things 
to Secular Ends. 


Was not more pleaſed with the firſt News of the Order 
of the preſent Convention, for a Publick Thankſgiving 
to Almighty GodFapon ſo juſt and admirable occaſion, 
_. than I was otherwiſe moved and diſturbed at the firſt 
Sight of their Order ; to ſee all that lively ſenſe, which I 
expeQed, of ſuch an admirable Providence and Mercy of 
God- to theſe Nations, in ſo ſeaſonable, ſo eaſie, and yet fo 
great, and, if it be not our own fault, compleat Deliye- 
rance, to dwindle (in my apprehenſion) into a kind of mean, 
ſervile, fawning Complement to the Prince, under a 
Formality of Religion. This hath filled me with ' variety 


of Thoughts, which I cannot forbear to communicate to 
At | ſome 


—_ m_— ——_- aerootoenng <> — - 


(4) | | 
ſomeof thoſe who are concern'd in it, I mean, the Mem- 


The Prince Took upon as a ponon amt ov be aig, 
lov'd and honour'd, both for the CharaQer oy gi- 
ven of his Virtues, and more eſpecially, for that he ſeems  - 
to be choſen and defign'd, by the Providence of God, for a 
ſpecial Inſtrument of great and deſirable matters in this Age ; 
and hath been ſo already to this Nation. And therefore to 
aſliſt him, and concur with him to thoſe ends,is-in my Opi- 
on, an At of Subſervience to the Divine Providence, which 
is a Glorious and Angelical Employment : but yet to expreſs 


-— a -_ 


our Reſpe& te him, in ſuch a manner as this, whether | 


through Flattery or Tranſport, I conceive is neither pro- 
per, decent, nor ſafe, cither for him, or' for the Nation. 

| The Cauſe of this Publick Thankſgiving to _ 

God, is thus expreſſed : For having made His Hig 4 
the Prince of Qrange, the Glorious Inſtrument of the Great 
Deliverance of this Kingdom, from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power. Whereas in truth the principal Cauſe of it is, not the 
Tuftrumext, but the Great, and 'very great Deliverance ; 
with many ſuch Circumſtances as are remarkable indicati- 

ons of the ſpecial Providence, and over-ruling hand of 
Godinit: And for this moſt ſolemn Thanks, ought to 
have been paid to Almighty God by this Nation, whoever | 
had been the Inftrument. And yet in this Order is there 
not one Word of this Great Deliverance, more than was 
neceſſary to expreſs what it was that the Prince of Orange - 
was the Glorious Inſtrument of; 'as if his being the Inſtru- 
ment, was the Only, or the Principal thing, for which we 
were to give Thanks.. I deny not but there was ſpecial - 
reaſon to give Thanks for that alſo, as well as other Cir- 
cumſtances, but then: it ought'to have been expreſsd-in its . 

proper manner and order'; the' Deliverance firſt expreſly, 
with proper words of: its due amplification, as. rhe princi- - 
pal - and then by what Iſtrument, as is frequently added 
in the Scripture upon ſuch occaſions ; 5y the hand of his 


ſervant 
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ſervant Moſes, ' And as our common form expreſſeth that 
which-is aboveall, Gods ineſtimable Love in the Redemption 
of the World: by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Tt muſt therefore be 
confeſſed, that the principal matter of our Thankſgiving is 
in-this Order either omitted; or mentioned only occafio- 
nally, ſoas to ſerve only to'expreſs the other, at beſt in a 
erous manner. [And this 7rverfron of the' proper and 
nataral and eafie Order, is an Argument that it was fo 
formed not by chance, but defigr, or to make the moſt 
charitable Conſtruction,” through ſome znconftderate Tranſ- 
oort. And the fame is obſervable in the Epithers given to 
I did never afte& to contend about words, much leſs - 
would I give occafion of offence to ſuch an Aſſembly, of 
ſuch perſons, for a trifle; beſides, they that know me, 
know me to be a cordial friend, and well wiſher to this 
Convention, and who defire to promote, not prejudice 
their Proceedings... But-what I intend in this is no ſlight 
matter, nor will it fo much prejudice, as be uſeful to them, 
and to others, if it be taken by the right handle, and as is - 
"intended. + For from henceT obſerve :wo things, which de- 
ferve very ſerious confideration and refle#ion upon them. 

The one a Defett of that due and profound Senſe of fo 
great and undeſerved a Mercy, and of thatanſwerable Reve- - 
rence and Gratitude.toGod, which our circumſtances and 
- condition require... If we admit the form of the Order, 
to have proceeded only throagh 7ranſport of Afﬀetion to the 
Prince, which is the moſt favourable conſtruction We can 
make. of .it, yet even that is an evidence of what 1 fay, 
and that there was:more [refpe& to the Inſtrument, than 
tothe Mercy it ſelf, or perhaps, to the Author 'of it, -by - 
ſome :-for after the Author, the Mercy it felf is next to be. 
conſider'd before the Inſtrument, as the principal Motive 
of our Gratitude; and the expreſſing it otherwiſe, is a 
kind or degree of negled or ſlighting of the Mercy, and of 
diſreſpe@ to the Author : which a man may caſily perceive, 
A 3 1 
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' if he dobut conſider how ſuch an expreſſion of thanks, for |; 


ſome rare favour, would be-reſented by a great Prince from 
ſome of his meaneſt Sibjets. Would. he not think him an 
Impertinent Fellow, and unworthy to be - regarded, 
much more unworthy of ſuch a ſpecial favour.? And if 
we admit thar it paſſed the Houſes meerly through Trad- 


wertence, which is alſo the moſt favourable. Conſtruction 


wecan make of that, this very Inadvertence is plainly an 
evidence of the ſame : for had we been affected as we ought, 
that would have made us more mindful and obſervant 
of ſuch a matter. 

But if it did proceed from Plattery, and deſign to Com- 
plement the Prince, and. paſs, tho' obſerved, through 
Compliance, which might poſſibly be the caſe of ſome ; that 
is not. only unbecoming and below the Gravity of ſuch an 
Aſſembly, but a plain: Profanation of Religion to baſe and 
unworthy ends, and greatly aggravates the former. And 
this is ſo plain of it ſelf, that I need not fay more to prove 
or explain it. But whether either of theſe two, or both, 
was in the bottom, it is not a matter to be ſlighted, or 
lightly paſſed over. How great are the fins of unſuitable 
Returns for extraordinary Mercies, and of Profanation of 
Religion to Secular ends, and the Judgments they uſually 
provoke, I leave to Divines to conſider more fully : But 
what are their Natural Efte&ts and Conſequences, and what 
the Miſchiefs we have ſeen attending them, I think greatly 
neceſſary to be explained for our common Benefit, and 
neceſſary Caution for the future. We are juſt now entring 
upon a new Scene of Afﬀairs, and if we well conſider the 
ſad Cataſtrophes of the two preceeding, and make juſt 
Enquiry into the cauſes thereof, we may meet with. much 
matter of Admonition,' Caution and DireQion ; and very 
pertinent to this purpoſe. Cake... 22 | 

King James I. his Mother and Grandfather having both 
born their own burdens, was, by the Providence of God, 
Prought to the Throne: of this Kingdom in Peace, even 

wn " beyond 
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| beyond the expeRation of himſelf and many others. . And 
though the. reſtlefs and deſperate attempts of the Papiſts, 
were otherwiſe enough to terrifie a man of greater natural 
Courage than himſelf, yet he had for his Encouragement, 
an admirable experiment of the Special Providence of God, 
in the Preſervation of his next immediate Predeceſlor, 
Queen , Elizabeth, Brough a long, Reign of forty four. 
years, notwithſtanding all their Conſpiracies againſt her. 
And leſt that ſhould not ſufficiently affe& him, he had. 
moreover, in the very beginning of his Reign, a like expe- 
riment thereof, in the Preſervation of himſelf, and his own 
Family from. one. of the moſt horrid, deſperate, and ſecret. 
Confſpiracies, that the World hathever heard'of; And what 
did all this require of him 2 Could it be any thing lefs.than 
the higheſt demonſtration 'of Gratitude to God, moſt con: 
fident Dependance upon him, , and intire Fidelity to him 2 
And what leſs. from the, Nation.? But what was. the: 
Return? | be 

It was wiſely faid at his firſt coming in, by one of his. 
Scotch Courtiers, to one of the Engliſh, We have brought. 
you a gond King, but you Court Flatterers will ſoon ſpoil him. 
And fo it proved. It was indeed a-great happineſs to have. 
all Cauſes of Difſention, not only in this Nation, but alſo. 
between both Nations, ſo plainly and fully extinguiſh'd in: 
his perſon. But ſuch was partly the. 7ranſport of all ſorts of. 
people, and ſuch the groſs Flattery of many, that nothing, 
was enough to magnify either his Wiſdom or his Power. . 
This and the pompous Titles of Monarch, Abſolute, and. 
Imperial Crown, &s. ſoon raiſed his thoughts above the. 
pitch of an Eng/iſh King. He thought himſelf as free to-. 
. exceed the Laws of the Land, as God the Laws of Nature, , 
when - he ſaw occaſion for it; though he thought in Pru-- 
derce ſuch extraordinary As, like Miracles in. Nature, 
were not. ordinarily to þe done... He thought the Rights 
and Liberties of the People, were but Indulgences wreſted: 
from their Kings, his Pre eceſlors, (cujus contrarium.-eſt ve- : 


raw), 


- conceived was by making not only Amity and Leagues, 


- with no meaner Title than Santtiſſhme Pater 3 I 
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rum) and might thereupon infer, (and had wit enough'to 
do it) that it was but reaſonable for him to regain. by Po- 
liey, if he could, what they had loſt by Neceſlity or 
Conſtraint. LS | 

Theſe fancies of his were continually fed and confirm'd 
by elE- ſeeking, flattering perſons; who, . percetving” that, 
to be the way to Preferment, ſtrained, all. their Wit and 
Parts to gratify his humour - and it was not long before he 
found occaſion to exerciſe that Freedoni. The Diſcovery of 


_ that horrid Conſpiracy, which by his admirable Delive- 


F __ 


rance ſhould have confirmed his Dependance upon the Di- 
vine Providence' for the future, having a cor effe& 
upon him, he caſt about to ſecure his Safety and Qui by 
his own Craff and Policy. And the only way for that he 


4 © 


but the neareſt Alliance that could be, with ſome Potent 


' Prince of the Popiſh Religion. And by all means he oſt 
| have a match for his Son either from France or Spain : for 


the Accompliſhment whereof the Pope, whom he had be- 
fore aſſerted to be Anti-chriſt, muſt be cemented 

Pater 3 Indulgence 
to Papiſts, contrary to the Laws, muſt be agreed, and the 


- effetual Execution of the Laws againſt them | atually 


ſtopp'd by ſecret Orders ; for a pnblick Declaration for 
that purpoſe, would not then paſs for a Legal Act of Dif- 
penſing Power. And becauſe they, who were moſt Zea- _ 
lous in Religion, were like to be moſt averſe from comple b 
ance in theſe things, the very Power of Religion muſt be diſ- 
countenanced under the Notion of Puritaniſm ; and Indifference 
and Formality izcoaraged under the Notionof Loyalty, Obedi- 
ence and Conformity. And. to this end was the Book of 
Sports 1njoyned to be read in Churches, and many Pious 
and able Divines put out of their Employments, if not Free- 
holds too, for refuſing to read it. Nor did he want incou- 
ragement 'in all theſe things from. Flatterers of all forts, 
who eafily prevailed ainſe the founder and fafer SET 
0 
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"of others. And though ſome of them, who had publiſhed 
- theirfalſe and flattering Argument in - Print, were queſti- 
oned in Parliament for it, both in King Fames, and in King 
Charles |-time; yet even for ſom? of them did the King 
intercede in Parliament : as King Fames, 7.ac. for Dr. Cowel; 
and others were preferrd or favoured afterward, as Dr. 
Mainwaring by. King ' Charles. as others ſince have got- 
ten what they wrote for, and have been well rewarded tor 
their-pains. Of the- former ſort ſee Ruſhworth, and Mr. 

, Petyts Miſcellanea Parlementaria; of theſe latter, 'tis like the 
- Parhiament in due time'will take notice. | | 
This'unhappy Policy, as it was: not unlike in its Prin- 
ciples to that of Feroboam, which became a fin to. his Houſe, 
even to cut it off, and deſtroy it from. off the face of the earth, 
"ſoit proved alſo'in-} its conſequence. : His eldeſt and hope- 
« ful Son Prince” Henty, was inthe beginning of theſe cour- 
ſes, and ſoon aſter the firſt propoſal of ſuch a:match, taken 
-away by. an immature deaths; and himſelf perfiſting therein, 
-by a death queſtioned then, and :in the: dark--to this day, 
whether not untimely: | His next Son-and+Succeffor King 
\Charles I. whomhe had involved in theſe ſnares, bur never 
livedto ſee his Marriage accompliſhed, proceeding in the 


like'-conrſes, giving: incouragement - to Flatterers, and 


-through their falſe. and deceitful Counſels, in many things 
+trafiſgreſſing the Laws, indulging to Papiſts, and. diſcou- 
'raging' and opprefling many of the moſt Religious and 
Conſcientious of- the Proteſtants, as Puritans and FaCtious, 
and renewing with more ſeverity, that unhappy Policy of 
'the Book of Sports; at laſt concluded this Scene with that 
unhappy Cataſtrophe, which'is well known to the World. 
; King Charles1. having alſo born his burden, to his Son, 
King Charles the Second, aiter he had been tutor d in a Wil- 
derneſs of twelve years Exile, was Almighty God pleaſed 
to open the Gates of his Mercy ; and when all hopes ei- 
ther from Foreign Afſiftance, or Domeſtick Conſpiracies 
failed,-then by a favourable and maniteſt Providence to ad- 
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; mit; or rather condu@- him to his Fathers Throne .40- 
Peace, to the great Joy of himſelf and the whole Nation, 
putting into his hand, upon terms of his Behaviour, the - 

prize of a fair opportunity, to have made himſelf, and 
theſe Nations happy, hed he had. a heart toit, and they 

| been difpoſed for it. But ſuch was the 7rgyſport they wexe - 
all under at that time, that they ſoon forgot themſelves, for- 
got God, and, like Pigs to the Trough, ran greedily to a 
brutiſh enjoyment of their unexpected wo yg and- 
through their Ingratitude to God , inſtead. of Bleflings, 
which they might have been, proved mutual Temptations, . 
and occaſions of Corruption andDebauchery each to other; | 
the new King by a moſt pernicious. evil Example, and thoſe _ 
about him by ſelf-ſeeking}Flattery, Compliance, and Imi- 
tation: whereby they both anos apr hardened him 
in thoſe evil Courſes, and propagated: the Imitation of it to - 
all ranks of people. Cp by- ys; * 2p 
The Parliament- it- ſelf, that is, tha Majority, unadvi-. 
fedly and contrary to the true Conſtitution of this Govern- 
ment, declared him to be, by. the Fundamental Laws of 

_ this Ro, in. effett ahove all Law, and his-very Officers 
irrefiftible; and- required of all Officers of Corporations, 
Officers and Souldiers in. the. Militia, and of:the Clergy 
and Univerſities, a Declaration to the ſame effe&t; ſub-. 
jected the Dwelling-houſes of the People to be ſearched at the 
pleaſure of his Officers; formed 'a new. Mztza; and put it ' 
wholly into his Hands ; and peat z2ave him vaſt ſumms 
of Money, out of the Eſtates of the people, beyond all need, 
reaſon and juſtice. The Commiſſioners and Convacations 
of the Clergy, in their new Additions to the Common. 
Prayer, without. any regard to what he or his Succeffors 

might prove in time, or. to- the inconvenience they might 
thereby bring upon themſelves, needleſsly gave him the Title 
of moſt Religious and Gracious, in publickforms of moſt ſolemn 
addreſs to Almighty God ; and the Kings Arms were in 
divers Churches in the City, ſetabove the ys 
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of God in the place of moſt ſolemn Worſhip ; whereas at 
Oxford, as I have heard, the Founders Arms'in the Thea- 


tre,being placed above the Kings, were ordered to be taken 


down for the Indecency. Agrecable hereunto was Loyalty 


Cas they call'd Compliance with the Will and Pleaſure of 


he King, whether Jegal or not) cry'd up as the only 
Honeſty, and No#-Refiſtawuce and Paſſive-Obedience, as -if 


they were the greateſt and moſt neceſiary Dodrines of 


Religion, by all who ſought the Favour of the Times, in 


their ordinary Diſcourſe and Converſation, and publickly fo 
aſſerted in Speeches, in Sermons from the Pulpit, and if 


Printed B 


Ss, by ſuch as expected any ſpecial Favour or 


| Nor ftay'd it here, for the Xing now aſſured by ſuch De- 
monſtrations of the'Obedience and: Compliance of his Peo- 


Ple, and'thereby encouraged to take the Liberty to: grati- 


haps he would 


fie his Luſt more openly than otherwiſe | 
c Wit, and des 


have done ; and being a Perſon of a plea 


' lighting in' Repertees, Jefts and ſuch like Diverſions from 
ferious thoughts,. the ſtream: of the Comrtiers, Gallants, 'and 
all who affected 


eced to be reputed ſuch, preſently ran with a 
full torrent ifito the ſame Chanel, and ſoon overſpread / a 
great part' of the Nation. Andwain aiery Lightneſs,: fro- 
thy. and O#ſcene* Diſcourſe, profane and horrid Swearing, 
and more ther brutith fatisfation of Luft,. and:Contempt' of 
all Religiow, were-not onbpcndulged, but affected too as 
generous qualities of a GEn n,- and-certain Notes/and 

idences of: Loyalty-arid Fidelity to-the-King, and"con- 
ſormity to lis' own heart: and mind. And: thoſe, who 
made any ſcruple: of Conſcience to run to the ſame Exceſs 
of Riot; were: looked upon 'anch deſpiſed asdifafledted, dif- 
loyal,  mearr:ſpirited fools, - and» Fanaticks; but thoſe who 
did dare to oppoſe either the Debaucheries of theſe Loya- 
liſts; or the illegal aQions- of the King, as Imprudent, Raſh, 
and * Madmen. And fo great' a+ Baſeneſs ard" Degeneracy 
thereupon prefently: ſeiled-and - na many; - that... not 


CON- 


—_ = _ 
AC RR 
-— _- -. - =—y 
—— a « 


_ 
— 
BS —_ 


jm. 
_ 


—_— 
a 
- —_ — - - 


- 


— 
_—_— 


wn O_o 
_ > 
- 


_ —_ 
— 


"L287 ) 
conſidering the ſevere Denunciations of our Saviour a- 
gainſt ſuch, they were even'out- faced and aſhamed oftheir 
Religion, and became” Hypocrites in Debauchery ; and, to 
avoid the Imputation and Reproach of being religious and 
ſneaking, did: actually ſneak to ſuch degenerate and deſpi- 
cable Wretches, while by baſe compliance in obſcene Dif- 
courſe 'and familiar Swearing, - they gloried in their ſhame; 
and would ſeem companions with them in ſuch things, as 
yet they never ated indeed. And in ſodegenerate a ſtate 
What can be ſo abſurd andiinconſiftant that Men will not 
do 2. What wonder is it then to ſee Men at the ſame time 
in Words applaud the Non-Obedience of the Biſhops, and 
yet in their a&s comply with the Diſpenſing Power? Ta 
fee thoſe, who by their High Profeſſions of Loyalty and 
Non-Refſiſtance, had invited and encouraged the \King to 
uſe his liberty to ' inſlave* them, when they. found. that 
he; preſuming- too much upon' their High Profeſſion, was 
like indeed to involve'them1n the ſame Slavery. and Mif- 
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ways juſt,and for ſome $i, and doth frequently proceed to 
Exciſjon,cutting off, andExtirpation of wholeFamilies,*when 
the ſin is perſiſted in ; though for the moſt part, unleſs in caſe 
of ſome heinous crime, gradually giving fair warn- 
ings and opportunities to one aſter another,- to preyent by 
Reformation the final 'and utter Extirpation 'of all... And 
though many times the Root of Bitterneſs lye deep, -and 
be hatd by others to be detefed, yet it is not-ſeldom thar 
the Sz is legible and apparent in the Puniſhment 5 and cer- 
tainly if we well conſider what a Sin-it'is. to reftſt, wppoſe; 
and oppreſs the Truth when offered, eſpecially - in matters 
of great conſequence, and-preſented by ſome ſpecial Prbz 
vidence of God, all who: believe Popery to be an abomina» 
ble. Abuſe and - Corryption-of the;.genuine 'Chriſtianity; 
tending, to! the:defacing,'eneryating;. and fubverſian:of! it, 
2nd-that;the -Reformatzon deſired iis. riothing but: the:Refti> 
tution of -.it to,its: priſtine-and genuine: Luſtte and/Power, 
muſt of, neceſſity; þelieve that the Cheri/hing of Popery and 
Oppoſing, of ſuch a Reformatian;:; may be ſuch a-Sin-as, bez: 
ing. perſiſted-in, may. provoke: as great Judgmedts .as this 
And thea if.-we reflec; back as far)as the. Grand: father\ of 
our. Xiug/James the Firft,; and thence: obſerve bow: Indulz 
gence and Favour to Popety, from this' firſt;Oppoſing. of 
the Reformation. in Scotland;; has been; continued agd con- 
tinually attended with deſtructive fignal Judgments'in his: 
Poſterity ever (ince,: beginning with.one very Prodigions, 
a horrid Dream, 'of! the loſs of 'both |Hhis\ Arms, and the 
\udden.. Death of both lis Sons, all at: diſtant: places :it 
one Night, as may. beſeen in Spot fwood ; » it will: not be 
mn to trace, and detec the True Raot which-hathi born 
all this bitter Fruit.in that Family... And they; who cannon 
diſcern. this in that; Family atone, 'may for: theit. confarma» 
tion - take: alſo into; gonſideration the Qcturrences ofa tons - 
temporary Family. itt our: Neighour County, France, that 
of, Falois; from #en.2245to[its:Extirpatioo.z; and\compare 
with.theſe two the Jong.and happy: Reige nf. Ellabeth, 
Ms © ee againlt: 
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againſt which the Gates of Hetl .could not prevail. And 


it with all theſe we confider alſo the Aims avd Cataſtro- 


phe of Hen. 4. of France, 'and the monſtrous Wickedneſs 


and Barbarous Cruelties of the prefent King, it will nor be 
hard to-make a Moral Predidtion of the'like fate attendi 

this Family of Bourbon alſo. This, it 1s'very probable, 
we conſider the Original and Progreſs pari paſſn all alon 
of both Sin -and- Puniſhment, was the Provoting Sin an; 
Root of Bitterneſs, which by Divine Judgment hath expoſed 


- them to-the trovg Deluſions, "which have been the more 


immediate-and apparentCauſes of all theirMiſfcarriages and 


-Unhappineſs. And though-it may'be hoped Men are now 


near as welt cured of Po as the Jews of Tdolatry, yet 
may*this Obſervation afford us a very neceſſary Admonition 


at this' time, if: we be not like: the Horſe-and Mule : For 


certainly:that Soul which in theſe occurrances of this Roy» 


cern a continued'courſe of Providence 'powerfully operate- 


ing therein; is- deeply immerſed+ in Senfuality, and very 
Bentiſh, - Itis;therefore very: reaſonable that at this led 


ds ſerzoaſly confeder-the Courſe of Gods Providence and Judg- 


nents ppon that Family 3! that it, was not any Favour ts 
Popery, | otherwiſe 'than as that'is an: Abuſe: and” 

polition- of the  trus: Religion, that' was the Sin of that 
Family; "nor: wWes- it that alone, but that and! other 
Abuſes. by Prophanation and Connivance; That the 
Frince is deſcended fromatiat — from:whith he may 
.derivea.load of Guilt upon himſelf, by participationin any 
of. thoſe ſins, 'by orga Mig of God, and by neglect of 
thoſe Duties, -which this lateextracfdinary Providence calls 
him unto.: Tha the preſent Stat e'6f- the Nation" is #4 mmoſt 
vitious1and.degenerate-'State'; "and that fo extraordinary 
Deliverance, when greater: Judgments: might reaſondMly 
have beeniexpeRted, obligerh to great Seriouſneſs, \affteHo. 
nate Senſe of the-ſpecial Providence: of God in it, and ef 
fectuat Reſazmation:: ſor greati-and;undeſetved Mereies'de 


not 


antes 
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not tels oblige (cither-in force or extent). than the molt fe- - 
vere Judgments : Ando conſider.that-the ſame Providence - 
of God, which effected all this, cax eaſily, and certainly 
will, tur all again into Confuſion and a greater Judgmenr, 
if we do not wiſely indeavour to concur with it, and an- 
ſwer hisends. - He caq take away the Prince, and- incline 
the Princeſs to recall the King'; he can by impeding-or 
croſſing our Preparations for /Feland, or an unexpected 
defeat of part of them, diſcourage the reſt, and incourage 
the 7ri/þ ; he can raiſe up a lebrato Party at home, and: 
from a- cloud.of an hand breadth. make- them cover the 
Land ; he can ſend a Spirit of Divifion amongſt us and 
Confound our-Counſels ; of Infatuation, as he did amangſt 
the Papiſts, to reſolye, with great imaginary Wiſdom, 
and Subtilty, upon the-dire&. and moſt effetual means | 
of our Raine. and Deſtruction. And by theſe, and many 
other unconceiveable ways and means, can he eafily and 
quickly turn all our Tranſport into Mourning and Con-- 
4 ONl;; * | 

This, I'fay, he can do, and we- way provoke him to doit, 
in part or in whole, if we, like Dogs, greedily catch up- 
the Bone, _ and regard not the Maſters hand that threw it, 
but continue in that brutiſh Stupidity, which hath fo 
much prevailed in-this Nation. And it may be conſidered, 
whether we have not already. provoked him to let us ſtruggle 
with ſome Dif#ulties, which might. eaſily have been pre- 
vented : The ſo eafie Compliance, or Inadvertence, ia - 
paſſing the Order inthe Formaforeſaid; was plainly a Fault, 
and ſuch as I cannet-think it conſiſtent with true Piety, 
and due ſence of the Majeſty and Honour of God, for any 
Mottal to offer to excuſe it ; and certainly nothing could be. 
a more proper Correction of ſuch an Eaſineſs or Inadver- 
tence, than to- permit the ſame perſons, in their Debates, 
to run themſelves into ſuch Difficulties, with loſs of time, 
as might as eaſily have been avoided, as the Order have 


been amended.. We have. been fo-long impoſed: upon with . 
Words... 
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Words, that like-Children, we are cafily allured and car- 
-ried-with'ſome, - and frighted with others, without any rea- 
ſon. This being perceived, an Expedient was ſought, ' but 
ſuch an'one choſen as made all the Queſtion ; Whereas 1 
doubt 'n6t that” the matter might have-been propoſed at 
firſt"in"fach commodious” terms and expreſſions,” and fo 
enforced with -Reaſons, and ' Demonſtrations; as that ' it 
' would have aſſed as eafily as another Vote'did at that 
time; and with no inconſiderable advantage. And it this 
-be-ſo; ' why might there not be ſome ſecret energy of Pro- 
*videnee,” or © Subtraction of a more favourable DireQion 
'M it? This may be too nice a Speculation for this Gene- - 
-ration'? But thisT know, that the very thoughts of men 
-are not'ſo'much in their own power as they imagine, but 
are ſubje& to the Power, not only of 'God, but of much 
'inferiour Spirits by his permiffion ; andhe is no great Phi- 
loſopher, who doth not perceive it, nor very knowing 
Chriſttan, who doth not -believe it. And were it under- 
ſtood how intimately and effectually his Providence doth 

interpoſe in all things, perhaps there would not be much 


. doubt of what I fay : Bur they that underſtand theſe things 


may make their uſe of them. 

Of the other more immediate and more apparent Cauſes, 
there is one that is Prophanation of Religzon, which hath a 
double Efficacy, Moral and Natural : Moral, as a fin provo- 
king Gods Diſpleaſure and Judgments, and ſo is compre- 
hended in what have faid before. Natural in reſpe& of 
its Contagious and Spreading Natare, and of the miſchievous 
Effects and Conſequences of it. All evil Examples, efpe- 
cially of perfons of great Place, and among people difpo- 
fed to receive Impreſſions from them, are very Infeious ; 
but none more than Irreligion and Prophanenef., 'partly 
thro' the Senſua/ity of men in the Corrupt State of Nature, 
which is eafily affected with'Objedts of Sence, and there- 
fore apt for them to negle& and contemn things'of a more 
refined and Spiritual Nature, and partly through the lm- 
pre- 


( 7: ) 

preſſionsand Efficacy of the envious Apoſtate Spirits, - who, 
. ofall things, are moſt gratified with it, -and moſt aQtive to 
promote it ; and for this cauſe there is the more reaſon to 
check and fuppreſs the. very firſt and leaſt appearances of 
it; for a little Leven. leveneth the- whole Lump ; but yet 
more if. we conſider alſo the pernicious Efets and Conſe- 
quences of it, even of -a natural growth and production : For 
it is plainly a dire& IntroduQtion to Irreligion, and thereby 
an Inlet to all manner of Diſorder, in Perſons, Families, 
and States, as may plainly be perceived by this Confide- 
ration. 

True Religion in-man is a Celeſtial Influence and Divine 
Power, received and embraced by a Soul rightly prepared 
and diſpoſed by.true Information and- good Inſtruction, 
whereby that Soul is ennobled and exalted to a degree of 
Excellence above the Humane Nature, according to the 

e of that reception. © This illuminates his mind, and 
makes him ſenſible that he is a Dependant Being, hath his 
Dependance upon a Being,. moſt Excellent, and fo aftes 
hin that he reſteth on it; and direeth all his motions to 
it, as, his proper and only, Centre : Hence proceed theſe 
happy Effects, he moves orderly, his Soul being fixd upon 
its, proper and ſatisfactory Objea, runs not - aſtray, nor 
aftects any other with any diſorderly Motion ; ſo that he 
keeps his rank and. place in the Univerſe, without diſtur- 
bance to himſelf: or. others: and this produceth a free and 
generous Magnanimity, he'admires not the Grandeur of 
the World, fears no Man, flatters no Man, but deals plain- 
ly and ſincerely with all ; pitties their Weakneſs, even in 
injuries and affronts.to himſelf, as of People of diſtempered 
mind; is Communicative, and. ready and induſtrious to do 
good to all. | 

On the contrary 7rre/igjon indifpoſeth the Soul for that 
Divine Principle,whence it becomes dry and narrow, like 
2 withered Branch, - and unhingeth it from its proper Cen- 


tre, whence proceedeth all: manner of Diſprder : Firſt, it 
| CG directs 
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directs all its motions to it ſelf, as its Centre, as if it were 
independent. But not being really fo, it cannot reſt there ; 
but runs out after ſomething, elſe; and miſſing its proper 
Obje&, falls upon ſome falſe Appearance, and proſecutes 
it, as its proper Obje&t with a motion -fuitable to that; 
and ſo exorbitant and irregular. And hence proceeds all 
that Degeneracy of Mind, that Admiration and Infatiable 
proſecution of the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, and Grandeur of 
the-World, and all that Baſenefs, Falſenefs, Flattery, Per- 
fidiouſneſs and Treachery which hath ſo infeted and cor- 
rupted this Nation. | 
The Religion before deſcribed is that which is proper 
ro uncorrupted- Nature : The Chriſtzan Religion comprehends 
all that and more. It not only acquaints us with the Origz- 
nal of all the Unhappineſs of Mankind, which the facred An- 
tiquities of the Jews did in ſome ſort before; but it plainly 
reveals unto us the' proper' and only Remedy, which the Jews 
Religion did but obſcurely ſigmfie by Types and Figures :. 
That man is- ſo inconſiderable a being in himſelf, and fo 
corrupted and polluted by Sin, © that 'he cannot poſſibly 
have any acceſs to the Great, and Glorious, and Holy.God, 
without'which'/he muſt 'be '«ternally miſerable, but by a. 
Holy Mediator: That the Great, and Glorious, and Holy 
God notwithſtanding out of meer compaſſion to his de-. 
ſpicable Creature, hath provided ſuch a Mediator for us, 
in whomhe hath united the Divine and Humane Nature 
in one perſon : That this Mediator .having upon; the 
Theatre of this Earth performed a moſt exact obedience to. 
the Will of God, even to death, did thereby offer up the 
Humane Nature-a- Sacrifice, and conſecrate it to God: 
That thereby he obtained favour:with God for all Man- 
kind, and a Right of Dominion over them; and is af- 
cended into Heaven as the Captain-of our Salvaton; where. 
he interceeds for, and thence diſperſes his Divine Gifts to 
all that receive him, and by Purity, Holineſs, and - Righ- 
teouſneſs, in Obedience to his Holy Law; and Conformi- 


ty- 
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ty to his moſt Holy Motions, firmly adhere to him ; 
and in due time will Judge and Condemn all his Enemies, 
and all thoſe ungrateful and perfideous Wretches, inveag- 
led by them to deſert his Service. 

Concerning this Religion, it is a moſt true and excel- 
lent Obſervation and Concluſion of that profound Search- 
er into Nature, Sir Francis Bacon ( 7. de Augm. Sci. c. 1.) 
that in almoſt all Creatures, but eſpecially in Man, if he 
be not degenerate, there is an appetite to a two-fold 
gvod, one of + the Community, the other of the indivi- 
dual; of which the former is the moſt prevalent, [ as we 
may obſerve in Animals, which will readily expoſe themſelves 
zo Juch danger for the preſervation of their young, from which 
they would otherwiſe moſt timorouſly have fled for the preſer- 
vation of themſelves, | and that of all Religions there 15 


none, which doth ſo much tend to the Promotion of the. 


Publick Good before the Private, as the Holy Chriſtian 
Religion. ' nde- liquido pateat, &c. From whence, faith 
he, it doth plainly appear, that it was one and the ſame 
God, who gave to all his Creatures thoſe Laws of Nature, 


'* and to Men the Laws of Chriſt, 


Upon'theſe Conſiderations, which contain great truths, 
though but briefly and plainly expreſled, it is very evident 
- That the true Chriſtian Religion, - even by a natural way 
of cauſation, is a moſt excellent Means even for the tem- 
 poral Weal and Happineſs of Perſons, Families, and States, 
both Governors and Governed : That it ought even upon 
that account by all wiſe Governors, to be promoted-as a 
matter - of great concern, with all care and reſolution - 
and thar Irreligion and Prophaneneſs are even by way of 
-natural caufation the Inlers of all manner of Evil and Mil- 
chief both to. Perſons, Families, and Scrates ; and there- 
fore ſtrialy and ſeverely to be: ſuppreſled in the very firſt 
eruption, as a dangerous and contagious Plague. 

Hence alſo it 1s evident, that the natural Effe&ts of the 
Debaucheries of Covetouſneſs and - rnd ny are as perniti- 

2 us 
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ous to all Societies /'as thoſe of Whoreing: and Drinking, 
and produce asgreat Diſorders : For when the Soul is once 
unhinged from its proper Centre, it proſecutes the miſta- 
ken Obje, it next fixeth upon, be it what it will, with the 
fame diſorderly motions,becaule it proſecuteth it inſtead of 
its proper Object, and under. the notion of that : and that 
therefore theſe are by all wiſe Governors to be taken care 
of, that they be reſtrained and all incentives and occaſions 
of them removed and avoided. | 

And here it may be fit to take notice of two great Occa- 
frong of this kind of Debauchery amongſt us, Which were 
great Errors in Government in King James t.and his Poſterity ; 
the conferring of Titles of Honour, and the conferring of 
Places and Preferments in Church and State upon improper 
and unworthy Conſiderations. 

As for Titles of Honour they are properly Enfigns of Ver- 
tue and Merit, and ought to be Rewards only of that, and 
Encouragements toit ; but when they are conferred upon 
perſons for Money, by way of Sale, or upon Men for their 
Eſtates without any proſped of their Vertye or Merit, by 
this means theſe Rewards and Encouragements, due only 
to Vertue and Merit, are withdrawn from it, and given to 
Avarice and Ambition, and thereby made - Incentives to 
them. And, to note it bythe by, the promiſcuous confer- 
ring of Titles of Honour unduly makes them inſignificant, 
and is very injurious to all, who have juſtly obtained them. 

And for Places and Preferments the granting of them for 
Money, or upon any other conſideration than the proper 
Qualifications of the perſons for diſcharge of the Duty, or 
even to covetous or ambitious perſons, in many caſes, 
though otherwiſe well qualified, beſides that it is a great 
Errour in Government in other reſpeQs, as to this preſent 
purpoſe, it gives great incouragement to ſuch to ſeek to 
get them. by indire& means; and.the evil Example of Men, 
in ſeeking after- Preferments, and in their behaviour in 
them, tends very much to the corrupting of the reſt of the 
people, and infeRting them with theſe Vices.. But. 
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But no Examples of this kind are fo pernicious as thoſe 
of the Clergy. It is a great truth that when Vertue fails 
in them, Faith will fail in the people. If they who-in 
their Baptiſmal Vows have renounced the World, the 
Pomps and Vanities, and Superfluities of the World, and 
are moreover conſecrated to the ſpecial Service of God, 
and obliged by their Profeſſion to teach, as well by Ex- 
ample, as by Dodtrine, Heavenly-mindedneſs and Con- 
tempt of the World, ſhall fo forfake that, and follow this 
World, as to turn that Sacred Profeſſion into a Trade as 
a means to get Riches and Honours, and live plen- 
tifully; and even outdo the men of the World'in unfatia- 
ble proſecution of theſe things ; what a Temptation muſt 
this be to all others to do the like in their way ! Nothing 
can be more abſurd and inconſiſtent than Coveteouſnels, 
. Ambition, Pride, and Indulgence to the Enjoyments of 
the World, with the Profeſſion of a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. Even Riches and Wealth in a Clergyman, . 
unleſs he be as rich in Good Works, is, in my + buyer 
on a Scandalous and Nauſcious thing. And ſuch uſually - 
prove miſchievous Inſtruments both in Church and State, - 
if favoured, or ſuffered to grow too great in either. 

King Charles II. by his Prodigality { which was increaf- - 
ed by the Prodigality of his Parliament ) and by ſuffering 
himſelf to be cheated and abuſed, being often in want of . 
money, for ſupply of that was forced atter ſome time to 
corrupt, by Penftons and Perferments, the members of Par- 
lament to betray their truſt and feed his Prodigality with 
the Peoples Money. Theſe Examples of thole who no- 
toriouſly cheated him, and of himſelf in corrupting thoſe-- 
Publick Truſtees, and other fuch abuſes, were no leſs . 
effe&tual to the Corrupting:the: Manners of * the Nation in re- 
ſpet of Juſtice and Honeſty, than Were his other-Debauche- - 
ries in retpe&t of Temperance and Sobriety.And yet it may 
be a queſtion, Whether the greedy Purſuite of Pre. 
ferments by our Clergy-men, and their .ill and —_— 


- | 
( 22.) 
Uſe of them, either hourding upjRiches, or miſemploying 
them in a ſecular, or luxurious way of living, have not 
been as miſchievous Examples to ined peoples minds with 
Over-valuation of the World, and the Pomps and Vanities 
thereof, as any of thoſe other with other Vices ? This is 
more notorious than that I need either ro ſcruple the men- 
ticn, or uſe many words to convince others of the truth of 
it; and doth much incline me to think it very neceſlary 
that ſome effetual courſe be taken,to reduce our Clergy to 
a more Philoſophical way of living, or. that none but who 
are ſo diſpoſed may be admitted to any great Preferments. 
This may poſlibly offend ſome, but no good Chriſtian, 
am confident : and therefore to ſtop the Mouths of all 
ſuch, I will give 'one inſtance of ſo notorious a defect of 
good Employment of the large Revenues of, our Church, 
as ſhall make the beſt and greateſt of our Clergymen lay 
. their hands-upon their Mouths. It is now. one hundred 
and forty years ſince the Reformed Religion, which had 
received ſome interruption. by Queen Mary, was reſtored 
and eſtabliſhed by Queen Elizabeth ; about the beginning 
-of that Age, Almighty God by his Special Providence had 
produced two things of great Conſequence. in the World, 
the Reſtauration of Learning, facilitated by a new and ad- 
mirable Invention of Printing, and a Diſcovery of a new 
World, of Barbarous Ignorant People, by the help of ano- 
ther late Invention and Improvement 'of Navigation. We 
. have had as great advantages of acceſs thither, and to all 
parts of the World as any People ; but what uſe have we 
made of this, and of all our great Learning, and large 
Revenues? What ſenſe have we expreſſed of the wonder- 
. ful Goodneſs of God to Mankind, of the Labours of our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, of the Zeal of the primitive 
. Chriſtians, and of the Obligation of all theſe Examples ? 
What Devotion to God; What charity to the Souls of 
Men 2 So far have we been from that, that the very Pha- 
 rizaical Zeal of the Jeſuites and other Romiſh Emiſſaries 


could 
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could not move us to the leaſt degred of Emulatiyn, which 
hath not been wanting upon other! occaſions. But what 
wonder 1s all this when our Devotion and Zeal for the Ser- 
vice of God and good of Souls hath ſcarce extended fo far 
as JTreland ? 

The truth 1s, it is- no-wonder if ſuch Abundance of the 
World choak -and ſtifle all Motions and Activity of 'this- ; 
kind, * Our very Liturgy doth reproactr us with Lazineſs -j-- 
and Coldneſs, and'is a publick Monument tocondemn us. ; 
The very Defeds in our Reformation, which could not be- 
remedied-at! the firſt compofure.-of | that - Book, but are: 
there noted thatit might be done in due time, : remain un-- 
reformed as they wereto. this very time, | notwithſtanding 
the various conditions we have fince been im, and the ma-- 
ny other Alterations we could eafily make. 

We have not reſtored [any thing of the true Chriſtian 
and, Ancient Diſcipline of the Church, »butzoppaſed and ſup-- 
preſſed thoſe who have delized it, and inſtead thereof re- 
tained only a Popiſh Relictand Abuſe” of it; have by ſe- 
cular. Laws forced ſuch-into the Church, as according to 
the true Chriſtian Diſcipline ought to have been caſt our ;- 
and-inſtead of preſerving the Honour of Chriſtianity, __ 


e& the Serpent to caſt-out a Flood of Seandals-to ecliple if® 
We have not reſtored the peculiar Solemnity of ' the Chriſtian 
Worſhip, without which our Service, in the judgment of 
Biſhop Andrews, is: imperſe&and defective, to its proper. 
and ſrequent-uſe; but inſtead thereof ſet up fuch a kind + 
of Form, to be read with great formality at the Altar, £5 
was heretofore introduced, and preſently, after - exploded 
in France, as a dry and barren Novelty. 

And for our-Preaching in which we glory, how (much. 
hath it been abuſed to: pleaſe Princes, and'to- pleaſe and * 
maintain Parties; to perſwade people out of: their natural 
rights under pretence of Loyalty, and into Slavery under: 
the notion of Paſſive Obedience, that thereby they might 
preach themfelves.into. Preferments.)- Ang for _ n 

| CDra/tzan.- 
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Chriſtian "Ffirtues of Humility, contempt of the World, 
Heavenly-mindedneſs, F nt and Earneſt Prayers and 
Faſting, and Zeal and Induſtry for the Service of God and 
Salvation of Souls, ſo guch recommended: in the Goſpel, 
not only by Word, but by the Example alſo of our Savi-- 
our, his Apoſtles, and the primitive Chriſtians, and which 
are noted by. a Heathen Hiſtorian, to have made the 
Country Clergy in his time venerable in the fight of God 
and Man, how little thereof is there now to: be met with 
among our Clergy 2 So little that I doubt not but we are 
now as much over ſpread with Phariſniſm, ( except the 


beſt part. of it ) as were the Jews in our Saviours time. 


- 
ml 


And what may be the Caxſe into which all this may be 
truly reſolved? Certainly nothing but after an ill and in» 
conſiderate Education, the falſe Appearances of the-World, 
and the great: Preferments which are attainable by compli- 
ance with the - pleaſure of thoſe who.have the diſpoſing of 
them, This is. it which hath betrayed both King and 
Country, as I ſhall preſently ſhew more particularly. 
[ do not impute it to.the Greatneſs of the: Preferments, 
which are Talents, whereof" a. good Man may- make a 


"Og uſe, though few have been made better men by them, 
« uch as to want of good Education, and the unhappy 


courſe which was taken in the diſpoſal of many of them. Great 
Preferments are Temptations and Allurements to. Cove 
tous and Ambitious Men to uſe any means to obtain them. 
Theſe being all at the Diſpoſal of the King, and King - 
James I. dividing the Common Inrereſt, by ſetting up 
pretended Prorogative againſt the Laws, made uſe of this 
Power to encreaſe and ſtrengthen his party. And though 
this courſe proved very unſucceſsful to Him and his Son ; 
yet King Charles II, fell likewiſe into the ſame Error, forget- 
ting his Solemn Promiſes from Bredah, he induſtriouſly, 
as ſome fay, fomented differences between the two parties 
of the Clergy ; however be too eaſily conſented to that 
miſchievious A# of Vniformity, which made an actual oa 

| viſion, _ 
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viſion, and was therefore, as it is believed, ſecretly pro- 
moted by the Papiſts. By this means were many good 
and uſeful men excluded from all Preferments and Employ- 
ments in the Church. And.though of thoſe who con- 
formed there were many-too eminent for their Worth to 
be paſſed by, yet generally Prerogative Men were the 
Men who were-preferred. And this was it which filled 
the Church with Covetous, Proud, Ambitious, Worldly 
Men, and Court Flatterers. f 

And to note it by the way that curſed Dividing of the 
Church and Nation, by that miſchievous A of Uniform'- 
ty, no leſs contrary to Chriſtian Prudence then Chriſtian 
Charity, proved another great Error in Policy and Govern- 
ment, no leſs inconſiſtent with civil, than Chriſtian Pru- 
dence, and made his Government uneaſie, which might 
otherwiſe by performance of his Word have been made 
moſt. eaſie through a general Unanimity, and mutual E- 
mulations for his Service and the Common Good. 

Flattery, the other immediate and apparent cauſe of the 
Evils aforeſaid, ,is the natural predu&t and off-ſpring of 
thoſe Debaucheries of Covetouſneſs and Ambition, where- 
of T have been ſpeaking : For the Gratification of theſe is 
the only or moſt common End it aims at. And-its natu- 
ral Effects are that it ſubtilly, dangerouſly, and pernici- 
ouſly abuſeth, deceives and betrays, under the ſpecious 
pretence of great Aﬀecion; Reſpet and Service; and fo 
much the more- dangerouſly and perniciouſly, by how 
much the more ſubtilly : and therefore 1s in men of great- 
eſt parts ( Clergy men eſpecially ) if once found Unſin- 
cere, Covetous or Ambitious, with ſo much the greater 
Caution to be ſuſpeQed and avoided, even by the wiſeſt of 
Men, who otherwiſe may ,be ſubject to its infinuations, and 
impoſed on by it. Ep 

King fames the Firſt was. certainly a Man of no mean 
or ordinary Wit, and-parts in other reſpeas, but his Aﬀe- 
Qation of an uncontrolable Abſoluteneſs, and his Timo- 
ns 46 ky | D A roufneſs 
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rouſneſs, expoſed him to the crafts of evil Men. He knew 
well enough that he was bound and obliged by Laws: that 
was too plain to be denied, and therefore he made no ſcru- 
ple to profeſs as much in general in Parliament. But under 
theumbrage of that Profeſſion, took hberty to tranſgreſs 
his bounds in many Particulars, upon pretence of Law and 
Prorogative. To make this paſs the more'clearly, it was 
neceſfary he ſhould incline two ſorts of Men, the Brſhops 
and the Judges, as much as might be to his Service, which 
could not better and more crafty be effected, than by ſct- 
ting up the Authority of both as high 'as might be: 
For this carried an appearance of Favour to them, and 
moreover made them the more ſerviceable to him, he 
having the choice of the perſons. . Upon this the 
Judges were apt to ftrain the Law to-comply with his 
_ defires; but the Biſhops and their dependants, the Chan- 
cellors, and Civilians, and the Epiſcopal Clergy, were 'ge- 
nerally for magmfying the P we without conſide- 
ration of,. or regard to the bounds preferibed by the Laws 
and Conftitution of the Government, partly as the com- 
mon [Intereſt of their party, bur-more-eſpecially as the 
dire way to gain the Kings Favour and Preferments. This 
produced Flatterers in abundance, who ſtrained their Wits 
by plauſible Arguments grounded upon ambiguous Words 
and falſe Principles es ſent the ſtate of this Govern- 
ment ſuch as the King affected to have it. 'By this means 
was King Fames himſelf in part impoſed upon, ( for Luic- 
quid*volumns facile credimns Y Bur his poſterity more, and 
a great part of the Clergy, and others who adherd to them, 
in fo much that they could never fince tell how to 'extri- 
cate themſelves out of thoſe falſe Notions, into which the 
craft and knavery of theſe Flatters had miſlead them, eſpe- 
cially under the Byaſs and Prejudice of a ſuppoſed Intereſt. 
This tempted and encouraged the King many times upon 
occaſion to excerciſe his. ſuppoſed Prerogative : But the 
| people of Fxgland being an underſtanding people, and 


well 
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well knowing their own Rights, could not fo eaſily be im- 
poſed upon by Fallacies contrary to their Intereſt. And 
hence aroſe the fatal difference between King and' People, 
and between the People themſelves, while part to main- 
tain their illegal Aſertions, to get Preferments, or being 
miſled;fided with the King) and part, and that the greateſt 
and molt conſiderable part, ſtood firm to the Laws, and 
for maintenance of their Rights. And certain it is that 
* thoſe very matters,' wherein King James and his Succeſſors 
thus unhappily tranſgreſled the Laws, were not at all for 
their benefit, but did meerly gratify inſinuateing Courti- 


ers and pernitious Flatterers, to the alienation of the minds 


of the greateſt and beſt part of the people : So that their 
cauſe in theſe Differences, was both unjuſt, unprofitable, 
and pernitious. to themſelves. And this was their Caſe in 
King Charles I. and ever ſince. 
' But. of all the [matters wherein they tranſgreſſed the 
Laws, none was more pernitious, even to themſelves, than 
Intermiſſious and uuſeaſanable Prorogations and Diſſalutions of 
Parliaments contrary to the Laws. For certain it is, and 
very apparent in the very Conſtitution of our Govern - 
ment 'and conſtant PraQtice, that the People of England 
have as much Right to inſpett the Adminiſtration, as the King 
?o exerciſe it, And had theſe Kings exerciſed this part in 
ſummoning Parliaments and permiting them to fit and 
a according to the-Laws, which they are fworn to ob- 
ſerve, this would certainly have prevented the miſchiefs 
which have 'befaln not qnly the'Nation, but themſelves 
more eſpecially. For the Majeſty, Honour, and Proſpe- 
rity of the King is for the'benefit of the Nation, and there- 
fore deſireable, and actually deſired by 'the Eng/i/h, as 
much as any people in the World. But theſe Intermiffions 
and Interruptions of -Parſiaments, as. they ferved only tor 
the ſecurity of Malefactors and evil Councellors from:con- 
dign Puniſhment, and were for that end procured by them, 
ſo did they expoſe-thoſe/Kings to their Knavery,: and'to be 


riſked by them to their.awn main. © D 2 The - 
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The Conſideration of the Cauſes of the Unhappineſs of 
the laſt race of Kings gives us a clear Proſpe& into the 
neceſſary Means to make the next, and the Nation under 
them, more happy. Of which the firſt and principal is a-- 
conſtant care and endeavour by all' proper means to pro- 
mote the Honour and Eſteem, and the ſincere and cordial 
profeſſion and practice of TRUE RELIGION AND VER- * 
TUE: and a reſolved ſuppreſſion with a generous indig- 
nation, of all Vice and Debauchery, even thoſe in maska- 
rade, ſordid Covetouſnes, and empty Ambition. . This is 
the moſt dire and powerſul Means both for the common 
good of all, and for vhe private good of each particular, 
as its natural effef; and for obtaining the: Divine Favour 
and Bleſſing which alone gives lite to all, as-is plain from 
what I have faid before.” | 

And the proper meanes to do this, are good Example; 
Ads of Grace and Favour, or of Diſpleafure and Indigna- 
tion, as occaſion requires ; Provident choice of Miniſters, 
Officers, and Servants; and trict-execution of good and 
effeual Laws. FOES 

- Of the great power of Examples, when ſet upon the. 
Beacons of FighPlaces inaState(which makes them,if good, 
as real Lights, and favourable Stars, toſtear by, if bad; as 
aft 1gnis - ab to miſlead poor blinded wandring Souls,} 
we of this Nation cannot be inſenſible, who have ſeen an 
felt ſo great unhappy eftes ob-ill ones. - _ 3 

But it is not ſufficient for a Prince to give good Exam- 
ple in his own'perfon' and aQions, unleſs he take great care 
alſo that the force of his: own be not 'enervated,” baffled 
and aftronted ; through his connivance or remiſneſs, by 
the ill examples of thoſe about him ; but eſpecially of his 
Miniſters, Officers and: Servants; - that there be not an 
- amis fatuus among them, but that the whole ſtate'may be 
hke a clear Heaven, free from clouds'and adorned with. 
illuſtrious radiant Stars; that by a- favourable aſpe& and. 
benign Influence he encourage ſuch, but with the- Storms- 
of Indignation diſperſe all noxious Meteors. ' And 
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And to this not only the great Iniportance, but even 
Eaſineſs of the work is no mean- Obligation. For, DE- 
BAUCHERY is a baſe, unmanly, degenerate thing ; a 
compoſition of Folly, Inconſiderateneſs, Impotence, Raſh- 
neſfs,Madneſs; a mere Impoſtnre,nothing leſs than what it 
moſt affeAs to be thought ; nothing bur frothy Wit or kna- 

viſh Craft, inſtead of true Wiſdom and folid Judgment; Im- 


pudence and Raſhnefs, inſtead of true generous Courage ;.” 


nay, many times mere Peufſillanimity - and Baſenefs ; or 
fooliſh fear of the Imputation -of Cowardize and Cenfure: 
of vain men, under, the! greateſt} appearance of Courage 
and Magnanimity ; in;ſome a greater Monſter among Ra-: 
tional creatures than ever Nature produced among Animals. 

Nor is it leſs baſe, degenerate, and unmanly, in perſons 
of a higher rank in State, Office, or Employment;than in. 
the meaneſt, but on the contrary. a,Degeneracy fo- much 
the greater,and more monſtrous. A debauched/Lord,a Scan- 
dalous_ Judge, a Covetous, -Proud; and 'Haughty Clergy- 
man, immerſed. in ſecular buſineſs, :are all- groſs Abſurdi- 
ties. 'It makes a Title of Honour to become” a; Lye, and: 


the perſon who bears it, an Impoſtor; ſuch a perſon effectu-. 


ually: abdicates,the-Nobility 'of his Anceſlors, is no longer 
a real objet of Honour or ReſpeR, but of Indignation and, 
Contempt; and deſerves.to be treated as ſuch by allmen.: 
Sucha Fudge is worſe: But ſuch a Clergyman worſt of all.. 
__And therefore. as itrenders them; unfit to be truſted or 
imployed in great and weighty bufinefs, ſo:doth it expoſe: 
thenrto the contempt of} all, /but more: eſpecially: tothe 
juſt Indignation of a Virtuous Prince. Beſides though De-- 
bauchery and Lycentiouſneſs-hath: long raighed under Im-- 
punity,, and be grown to 2. great -height,-of. Impidence,, 
yet hath-it not yet o. far ſpread'and prevailed, bur that-a: 
generous corredtion and ſuppreſſion. of: a\thing ſd- odious; 
in its own nature,; would be very gratefull 'to the beſtand; 
oreatelt part of the.Nation.'- oo 7 | hn 
And thus much upona civil-Confiderationtbutweought: 
4 Rs not. 
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not to reſt here : it is a matter of greater importance than 
fo. We ought to confider:the greatneſs of that Majeſty, 
which is concerned in it; in comparifon of whom the 
whole Earth is but a Mole-hill, but as the duſt of- the Bal- 
lance, and all mankindare nothing. We ought to conſi- 
der the $/ate of the 'Natzon polluted and defiled with Pre- 
ſumptious and Impudent fin, with open contempt of Reli- 
gion and of the'precepts of the Goſpel. 'We ought to con- 
Hier the Extraordinary Judgmeuts of God upon ſome of the 
chief Authors and Promoters, at leaſt by Example and 
Connivance, of all this Wiekedneſs ;- how' they have been 
blown away with a'puff, -like chaff before 'the Wind. We 
ought to conſider the admirable Mercy, Patience, Long- 
faffering, and Clemency-of God in granting us fo extraor- 
dinary a Deliverance, when in humane probability and 
conſideration of owr own 'demerit and monſtrous fins of . 
the Nation, We had-more reaſon to have expeRted nothing 
but Confuſion and ſome ſevere Judgments upon us. We 
ought alſo to confider: the Manner and Circumſtances of all 
this, how God hath' therein made bare his "Arm, made his 
cfieQual Tnterpoſition ſo'manifeſt and apparent; as is Huf- 
ficient. for the conviRtion of all, ' who are not hardned and 
blinded. And when we have done allthis, we ought far- 
ther to conſider what all this calls to us for, what Obligats- 
ons it Inys upon us, what God expedts from us, and what 
we have further to expe from him according as we be- 
have our ſelves! EDS Ho Dre 20795 05 11097 
The abotminable abuſes of Popery have run the Reform- 
ed Churches into ſome contrary Errors and Miſtakes in 
ſeveral particulars, and'among the reſt, concerning exter- 
nal Aqs'of Repentance, if-I miſtake- not. © For publick 


ſins by which the Hdly Majeſty of God-is pablickly 'dif- - 
honoured; a publitk Satifa#tion '( in the ſenſe-of the Anti- 


ent Chriſtians?) is to'be made, 'both'by perticular perſ6ns, 
and by whole Nations, when the fins are National, as they 
may'be by 'publick:Connivance, ' and-other ways. _ 
i297 $4 | WR a Lan 
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_ a Land is ſo potkated 'and defiled, it. muſt be purged by 
putting away the evil; by Severity upon the criminals; and 
by ſome publick Act of Repentance giving Glory to God; 
and if it do not thus judg it ſelf,it may expe@ to be ju 
of the Lord,and the more ſfeverely,by how much the longer 
it is deferred. This is notoriouſly.the caſe of this Nation at 
this time, but what in particular is to be done 49 it, belongs 
to others to conſider ';' IF mean-as to ſuch publick Satisfacti- 
on, putting away the Evil, aad giving Glory to. God. 
But certainly whatever elfe be done, it will be to no 
good purpoſe, but rather a greater Provacation to turn all 
our ſo favourable a" Deliverance into a feverer Judgment, 
if, there be not a ſpeedy check and &fieftual ſtop put to theſe 
Abominations, - which hath been too long neglected and 
over-looked already. Let any man conſider, eſpecially a 
Prince, or man in great Authority, how he would --; 
it to be publickly affronted and have' his Laws or Orders 
openly contemned. And. though the tranſcendent Maje- 
ſly of God, -be far above the reach of hurt or benefit by 
any aQions of fo deſpicable beings as mortal men, yet fach 
is his Goodneſs and Benignity to his poor Creatures, that 
what ever is done, which tends to t 
of them, he reputes as Service or Diſlervice to himſelf,and 
what is ill and preſumptuouſly ſo done, as an affront to 
himſelf. And therefore he is no good Chriſtian, who is 
not far more moved and concerned for the Honour of God 


and of his Laws, that they. be not publickly affronted 
and contemned by. wicked men, than for any thing which 


may touch his own - Perſon or Dignity. That excellent 
Being doth not frequently and openly injan extraordinary 


way mnflidk his Divine Judgments upon notorious Male- 


factors, becauſe by. bis Providence! he ſets up Majeſtrates 
to do it in grdinary way; as his Deputies, and he expeRs 


it from: them, But he hath in part lately done it in this 
Nation, in Na extraordinary manner: he hath ſent his 


upon our 


Fear and Adverfaries, - driven out the 


real good. or hurt 
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Heathen, the Cananites, the Authors and Promotors of 
theſe abominations before 'us, and brought us into their 
places of Authority and'Power, and expects that we now 
apply our ſelves tocarry on this great Work, and utterly 
_ exterminate theſe reli&ts-and old companions of 4dolatry 
and falſe Worſhip. And ſhall we notwithſtanding fit 


down - to eat and -to drink, and: riſe up to play ? Set to © - 


| build Houſes for ourſelves, to get Offices and Preferments, 
or at beſt to provide for our common Rights and Proper- 
ties ; and let the Houſe of God, his Temples in a-Spiritu- 
al ſenſe, be defiled and rnn to ruin in our Land ? He hath fo 
turned the Hearts of a formidable Army, that they all 
haveeither come in and joined with us, ſubmitted to us, or 
fled from us. And ſhall we now after this make fuch 
doubt of. his further Divine Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing, as not 
dare to attempt the Conqu rg . of & few bluſtering De- 
bauches, when God and the beſt part of the Nation ex- 
pe it from us,and are ready to approve and concur With us 
in it; Shall we fool our ſelves in ſuch a caſe as this with that 
baſe-and- narrow-ſould Worldly Wiſdom? 'Let them till 
out face-us, and, 1f not baſely comply, -yet, which. is next 
to it, connive- at, and diflemble, what” we cannot be ig- 
norant of 2 Nay, by partial and-unworthy"recommenda- 
tions ſet up'in great place in a Chriſtian State, ſuch ſcanda- 
lous perſons and evil /Examples,. as true Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline would humbleand caſt out of the Church z and fo 
croſs the Providence of God by 'ſetting up ſuch as he is 
pulling down'? © Such Politicoes, who have no more ſenſe 
of the Honour of God, may poſlibly meet with their de- 
ſerved correction in an Eclipſe of their. own. | But it con- 
cerns all, that'we do not by _negle& or further delay of 
ſo great'a Duty, _ to which we are lead in ſo ſpecial a man- 
ner, \provoakea changeiof the courſe” of this /propitious 
Providence,” 10'as''to- bring in the:Philiſtines- again 'upon 
us ;0f corretour lazineſs with ſome;new difficulties, or un- 
" <expeRted impediments. © But fo much for this. 114 

& IL IB5E5 There 
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1. There is one thing ware in relation to Religion of grevt ing' 
portance, wherein have been;na. ſmall miſtakes heretofore 
committed, and that'is Znanimity in Religion. ' This hath 
been greatly diſturbed and interrupted by inconſiderate af 
 fectation ot Vriformty,, and improper and pre ous 

means far that purpoſe: The moſt». natural and: proper 
means to promote both, are r. 'To remove all Force(which 
15 contrary to the nature'of Religion, as the Ancient Chri- 
' Nians generally agree) and Secular Puniſhments' upon 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 2, 'To remove-all needleſs occalions 
of - Ditterence, - and-.unneceſſary; Terms of :Conformity ; 
eſpecially. under | Oaths--and -Subſcriptions, 3. To-' re: 
form the Liturgy, ſo. as'might: moſt conduce to Edificati- 
on, and to. gratifie. and fatisfie the/Devotion ofthe moſt 
Sober and, ny rhing.Objce Againſt- this. laſt I have 


not known any thing ObjeQed; but: what ' are the plain 
Principles and uſual Arguments: of |the:Papiſts againſt 'the | 
Relormption of .their Religion and their-Miſfal. This -be- 
longs to. the Clergy to do, but. they muſt be. ordered and 
conpallſougtea49 0p ityuthe other two may be'done by:a 
ort, AQ, of Parliament to.regeal the::Penals Statutes” a- 
- gainſt Proteſtant Diſſenters' (the -A@&ipf:Uniformity, I 4. 
C.. 2. &c. and; with. theta-ſoe: &fhers inconfiſtent with 
the true Conſtitution. of the Engliſh Gaverniment, and: pro- 
moted by Popiſh Counſels to alter the ſame :for - their ad- 


vanta Gr 429d JISHRT? b I ret bt Ligoe Tt bn 3 

> Ni Cad - Mpttets; the Fundamental Error - of ' King 
James: and his Succeflorshitherto,-{ which it is very pro- 
bable was promoted by the. craft of the Romiſh'Emiſtaries, 
that they might ftrike/in, with one party.) was that by ſet 
ting up tor, Ererogatave (again. the. Law, be. droided' the 
common {nty 5 Ioxahe King-vod the People have a witual 
Trtreft in each, other,,19:that whatiis for rhe teal "good of 
either, is for the common good of both ; as in a natural. 
' body, what 1s pernitious to any Member, damnifies the 
whole. "The true Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government 
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was built apon {6lid Principles of Wiſdom; togivets cach 
all that-could be; withour:/prejudice to'the other: to the 
King all 'the Honour and Mejeſty that might be, which 
was the Honour and Majeſty-of the whole; the aQual Ad- 
miniſtration, | but by Qfficers authoriſed. by Law, and 
ſworn; fairhfully- to: perform thiir Duty; large Revenues, | 
| but'+t9--uſe for the-publick good, ' not 't&/alicnate at his 

Pleafure; - and all things.to be done'i his Name,” as the 
hea of-the- Society, bur {6 as he cannot ſtay. the Hr 
ry. courſe of Juſtice-at his. pleaſure, -withour 'violation 
the Law: And tothe-pe an-Tnfpeltion into: the. aq 
miniftrarign, and-Power: Enquirs dnd''Deter one ©on- 
cerning. the Mifcariages of it; ©; All which” bei! | parent 
and undeniable'in praCtice, 4s: certain argu 5 tt 
Regal Adminiſtration was defig nthy Good 
of thewhole, of Ring arid + Barth one Bod = : 
Preſervation therefore: of \chis'Conftitacis# Gorh 'neceſſiri - eceſlitily 
tend.t9' the ſecurity: of: tlis'King;” a5 well as Bas People; 
and there ean-be.no: better! ng for this-1 ſeryation, 
than frequent Seffians of qmareyo tothe Liws, 
that;in,Araul3:thou Rrovene the ts equent trouble 
of Ele&ions, [it might: prlagrer t they Thowld, be cho- 
ſen--byt ance in-three 'Vears, andfir at-ecttain/times "2nd 
when'the buſineſs is.dene, 'de -adjol xned'or 


or prorogu ed, bur 
not diflolved tilt the aſk] Year the three. -*A- good. At 


to ſettle ſome ſuch Courſe. and- regulate Elections,” uld 
fo the Fas phovena all Rc MAB HEE bg es Belen 
our late-Kings,. be the moſt effectual me Fo to ſechre the- 
Succeſſion to their poſterity, and preſerve ther from all 
For ptations,and da anger of being duced by eyit Men. 

y this 5 erent ng bee oe: vr 
ori, and King and: People- 
eyary good Matt will ROVOny wiſh add £1 
place. _ 
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CT Hus have 1 followed the train of my thoughts, be- 
4. yond what I firft-intended, but not at all beyond, 
or beſides my - Deſign; which was-only the' Service of 
_ God, and the Good of- this little part. of Mankind, my 
Country. © And I have done it with all Simplicity, Free- 
dom. and-;Plainneſs, without | any ' regard ' to. exaQtnefs ot 
Method, or any thing elſe but\Truth and: Uſefulneſs; as 
[ uſe-to do with my. Friends,and thoſe I moſt wiſh well to. - 
It is true my good Will and: AﬀeRion; both to' Church 
and $tate,. hath fome timesbroaken our into warn expref- 
ſitions, which ingenuous: Spirits. and well diſpoſed minds 
 can-never-tako_amils under our: Circamſtances: For it is 

plainty no-more than neceſſary. The times of this (late) 
Ignorance, { tho many: being willz»gly ignarant) God in great 
Mercy, wivked at in out late'Deliverance : But now he com-. 
commandeth evary-qne tvery where to: repent; © 'T am, at leaſt. | 
morally, certain; That this Church and State are in a ſpe+ - 
cial manner: at'this time upan theirgood behaviour ; That 
if they acquit themſelves well; they may be exceeding pro- 
TA and happy; If 'they:rely/too much upon vulgar 
Politicks, and that Baſtard Wiſdom of' the World; they 
will-be. intagg\d;-ant-miter with many'and great Impe- 
dimenrs and Difficulties; But if they wholly neglect to 
correſpond and. cooperate-with the Defigns of Gods 'Pro- 
vidence .in theſe extraordinary: Revotations,  confider not 
how great things the Lord hatt-done for” us, but ſtill do. 
wickedly,. they: ſhall be'conſumed, both they and their - 
King ; and will foe filup the meaſure of rhe former Ini- 
quities. .:. £ TOOLS « £0 

For the Preventing of this, and Securing the Proſperity 
- and Happineſs before mentioned, the moſt effeftual Meanes. - 
' and Method ſeems to be: > ee Te 

£ #288 | x. That 


ed 4 


196) 


x. Thata Day be appointed for a Solewn Fumiliation,to 


"repreſent truly'and plainly the Folly and Madneſs of the A- 
bominable Sins;which have,over ſpread the Nation; to unde- 
ceive anddrive us from ourSecurity,ahd convinceus that the 

| hte Revolutions were an Atual Judgment upon thoſe caf 
out, but to us only ar offer of. Mercy, with Judgments [tj]! 
hanging over our heads, ready to fall npon us, if we take 
not good heed in time; and: therefore to excite us to g7ve 
Glory to God, by true Humiliation, and a ſpeedy and ef. 
fectual Reformation, +: - . x 
2. That for this purpoſe: ſuch Laws as we have already 
againſt any kind of Debauchery or- Prefaneneſs, ' be ſpedily 
put_in ſtrict execution for the preſent ; and, to ſupply the 
the Defets in them, a more effectual AQ be ſpeedily pro- 
vided, with the moſt proper and natural Pexaltzes : as; for 


the Nobility and Gentry Degradation and Diſability to hold 


- any Place of Publick Employment, or: fit in Parliament ; 
for others Whiping, Pillory and Tufamy ; - and further for all, 
Difability to give Evidence upon Oath, 26 Ie 
-3. That the way may be cleared and inlarged for more 
Charity aud UVnanimity.among Proteſtants, by * a Repeal of 
all Ats againgft Proteſtant Diſſenters, (which are” both'con: 
trary to the Nature. -of Chriſtianity, and 'to the genuine 
Methods of the Propagation-and Preſervation of it, and 
have proved very Unſucceſsful and Miſchievous) and'eſpe- 

cially the, A of niformity. TO C9 UAE TRI 
4. That ſome efteQtual. Proviſion be:made;for-the more 


eaſie removing of Scandalous and unfit Miniſters out of the 


Church, and that Ecclefraſtical Livings\ aud Preferments 


may be committed only to fit:.and proper Perſons for that - 


Sacred Employment ; eſpccially that the Biſhopricks be 
committed to the moſt pious prudent and induſtrious men. 
- Theſe and ſome other ſuch may make us happs. + | 


FINIS. 


5 Þ 
$9226 (2ptu). 


"7 Tha» } 
-Important QUESTIONS 
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Confitere ſimul now poſſunt Parr % andi my Vohntas Perdends 
rot fr Furi Be pf pd A kigh | 
Regi in partem . non ſuam i ; is uſt a oppons pate: quia ea- 
tinus Imperium non babet. Grot. ibm. Q. 13. 
Quyſquis Imperii Summi partem habet non preſs non jus haber e eam par- 
bem tuendi. Quod ubt fit, poteſt Rex etiam ſuam Imperii partes Bel- 
U Fure amittere. Grot. ibm: | 
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By Socrates Chriſtianus. 
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ADVERTIS EMENT. 4 
He Def 197 of this Paper ts "Foot AS F=z 


þ might imagine by the Title, t0 raiſe Doubts 
and Queſtions, but the contrary, fo prevent and 
reſolve them. Certain it is, that many Diſficul- 
ties are, and may be better, and with more E aſe, 


Brevity, and Satisfaftion, reſokved meerly by 


_ well Paving the Queſtion, - than by es. Arguments 


and Diſcourſes: And the old Socratick, way of con- 


 wincing' and inſtrufting by Queſtions, hath been 


thought by ſome Wiſe Men ; of latter Ages not leſs 
uſeful or ſatisfactory, than that pF Syllogiftical 
DItaiex. | 


I». a+ * 9 


4 
: 


. The preſent State of the Nation, 


FH ERES King James, the Second, being long ſince Se- 
duced from the Reformed Religion, wherein he was 
Educated, to.the Superſtitions and Abominations of the 
Romiſk, Religion, - out of his great Zeal for the ſame, 


- and through the Evil.Counſels and Inftigations of the Jeſuits, and 
of other Perſons!of the fameor the like wicked Principles and Per- 


ſwaſions, hath ever ſince, with great carneſtneſs, and by. various 


means endeavoured. 2he.Re-e rod abliſh ſbment thereof, and the ſuppreſſi- 
t 


M 25d utter extinpation, of hes © perl ine Chriſtian Religion reform- 

om-the Xp rititions and Abo wr ppriemp of the Roman, and pub- 
Ftp ; profeſl under the proteCtion. of the Laws in thele and 
divers other Nations, as of a Pernicious Hereſie, and under the 
Notion and-Name of the Northern Herefie. And for . that end, 


foring the, Re the Bejes of of the late King Charles the Second, held divers 


and. Conſpi ROS. both with notorious Enemies 


| be: the Reformed. Religion beyond the Seas,. and at home . with 


Perſons notoriouſly. guilty by the Laws of "High Treaſon. And 

in purſuance of thoſe Counſels and Conſpiracies, .is generally be- 
lived to. have:been a Principal Author and Promoter of Wars, 
: hed, ,and other great Miſchiefs among the Proſeſſors of 
75 Reformed Religion ; that being weakened by their own hands, 
they. might;the. more calilybe Dekroyed and Subjugated by thoſe 
of. his 

ON: the. fad, King 98 Fome s, ſince _bis acceſs to the Throne, 
in further\proſecution. of the ſame Deſigns, Counſels, and Con- 
\{piracics {got to mentiqn any ſecret Practices, which may poſli- 
by be made more, manifeſt in,due time ) hath notorioufly, 'con- 


ont to the true Conſtitution of the Gaverament of this Nation, 


contrary to. divers. exprel3 Statutes,contrary to his.own repeated 
Word and Solemn-Promiſes, and contrary .to- the very. form of the 
uſual Coronation Oath (. whi bg is s preſumed, to have ken 
| | aſlume 


- a ww -” _ - 
= eo 
LD DD  ——_S 


(2-) 


aſſumed-to himſelf a Power-to Suſpend and Diſpenſe with the Laws, 


- - (which is an Effential part of the Legiſlative Authority, which 


belongs not to the King alone) and under pretencethereof,keepirig 


upa great Army in time of Peace, hath not only Armed great numbers 


of Papiſts, but put and continued in Offices, both i the Army and in 

: 3.6 many Papiſts and. others Perſons 'not qualified by Law. 

And that the Adminiſtration of Fuſtice might be alſo irfthe hands 
of Papiſts, and fuch as were bclieved would comply with his 
Deſigns, hattrin the Counties choſen divers Papiſts for Sheriffs, diſ- 
plac'd, and put out of Office moſt of the*Proteſtant Fultices of the 
Peace, and in their Room hath put and continued profeſſed Papiſts, 
and other Perſons not qualified by Law; mſomuch- that gene- 
rally throughout the Nation, in the Counties there is not a legal 


Juſtice of the Peace to' be found in many miles diſtance, whate- - 
yer occafion ſhonld happen: In” Corporations hath by 'his Letters 
of Mandamns Cauſed profeſſed Papiſts'to be choſen for Mayors, 


Aldermen, and Sherifts : And in the Courts of Fuſftice at Weſtmin- 
fer hath placed and diſplaced Fudges till he had” furniſhed: the 
ſame with ſuch as were believed would moſt perfedtly comply 
with his Pleaſure, without much regard to the' Laws. 


© And for the promotion: of thoſe Defigns inthe Church as well | 


as State, hath granted to divers Perſons; of whoſe -compliance 
therein he was well aſſured, a Commiſſion in the nature of the 
High Commiſſion ( which with all other of like nature at any time 
to be granted, hath by expreſs Ats of Parliament been utterly 
aboliſhed and made void.) by which he hath cauſed the preſent 
Lord Biſhop of London moſt unjuſtly and contpgary to all Law and 
Equity to be Suſpended from his Office; the Preſident of AMag- 
dalen Colledge in Cambridge, and the Preſident and Fellows of Mag - 
dalen” Colledge in Oxford, contrary to ' Law to be: put out of 
their Free-bolds ; and by the fame proceedings* might -( as may 
reaſonably. be believed was deſigned ) have ' turned out-all the 
Clergy. of England, who would not haye complyed with what- 
ever he ſhould have pleaſed to command, | 


_ ” 
- 


Religion in England(which to endeavour orattempt'is High Treaſon | 

by the Statutes ) hath ſent his Ambaſſador to the* Biſhop: of 
' Rome, and admitted and entertained a Legate. from him; hath 
permitted Popyſh Biſhops to be conſecrated” in England; and tohold 

their Viſitations, a Feſuir to be of his Privy Council, Feſuit Schools, 
CAC, £ | Za 


And-for the more dire? reftauration of the Papal Authority and. 


, 
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tranſported inhis Paſſion.for that Painted Rot- 


? £EPbA10 ie 
fedt the Work he 


| (63/) 
and Convents for Fryers to be erefted, and: Popiſh Chape/; for Pub- 
| lick Maſs in divers places;-and.hath placed and permitted known 
Papiſts to-hold confiderable'placesand Employments in the Church 
and irfthe Univerſities; 0 het $21 By 
And that the -things thus. deſigned and promoted might have 
been'confirmed with the Formalities'of * a legal) Eftabliſhment;| hath 
uſed divers indireCt Means, and, imployed divers Agetits, to have 
ſuch Perſons only choſen to ſerwe in Parhament, as he could be affured - 
would comply- with his Pleaſure therein ; a practice: which ſtrikes 
at. the' very. root of our Government, - and tends. direCtly as: the - 
moſt immediate means to the ſubverſion thereof. © ++ 13 
And to compleat all, that they. might be fa: Eftablifhed and>Se- 
chred for the tuture from-Janger: of being Ucfeated by a Proteſtant 
' Succeſſor, hath by-the.-arts 'of thoſe 'Subtile!'- 4 gents: been 1o far 


ten Religion, as to comply- with.them in an * Though it be: in « - 


 * unnatural intrigue to/adopt or ſetup-a Suppoſe- #745 Unnatural, yer is - 


ritibus Childas is by mo} Perſins in the Nation | 9 2%eem Jo, . of 0 
. of. all Rankscand Qualities firnily belived,not- | jumper nicer 3s he 
--withſtanding'the Extrajudicial:Depoſitions In- ebſtinare Hereticks5 and 

rolled and Publiſhed in Print ) for his own-Son. for 1he; | Cauſe -deſer- - 

and the Rightful Prince of Wales, though. to *#"8 19 be diſtuberited. 

the diſinheriting of the-true heireſs apparent W- 

and his own Children ; that ſo- he might have a pretended Suc- 

edin'the-Popilh Religion; and.in time to per- 
SE ee: Or ( TR Per by fome Jo 
baffle all hopes-of- a Proteſtant Succeſſor for. the preſent, and in .. 
due time to ſet up one of his Natural Sons of his own Religion. - 

And whereas, when many Lords, both Spirityal and Tempo- 
' ral; Gentlemen and others of all' Ranks ; )/ obſerving -theſ& things, 
and: well-conſidering the great:ahd-appatent Danges, that theſe _ 
_. Nations were by theſe means: brought inco, :; had; as the only -Re- - 
' medy under God, raved aid of His Highneſs the Prince of Orange, | 
| ( whole intereſt and. concern;in. theſe matters, as. well as - Af- . 
| fection.to theſe.Nations and. to; the Proteſtant Religion, did both - 

- qualifie and-oblige him to miterpole;)- and. the. Prince thereupon 


-..coming in with a Competent. Army; had in a Neolaration ſet out 


theſe and the like: matters as the.cauſe of : his coming, aud refer- 
red all-to the Determination of a. Free Parliament; the Nobility . 
and Gentry and. others. dayly xeſorting to. him, and. engaging zin- - 


—_— 


7 "C4 ) 
"an Aociation with him-for:the Defehcee of the Proteſtant Religi- 
-on,  the/[{Antierit Government, '. Laws, -and Liberties of theſe 
Nations, and great parts of the. armly daily revolting, to them ; 
the ſaid King  Fames was pleaſed at firſt 4 far to comply: with 
theſe reaſonable Demands, as to. order Writs for; EleCtians to be 
Sealed, -andyet not leng after-:(-whether through his: Conſcience 
of the Hlegality of his Actions, not ableito endure the Examina- 


tion of 'theſe matters, or through the inſtigations of. his wicked 


- Counſellours, or both) cauſed moſt of the ſaid Writs: to,be burnt, 


conveyed away.the great Sea), the Pretended Prince of Wales, 
. the Queen, anddivers ofthe Conſpirators in:that_ Intrigue, and 


acceflidvies! 'thereunto;! to prevent,asis believed;their-croſs Exami- 


vation, and' further diſcovery of the whole Contrivance, , and of 


the reſt-of the Perſons:concernetin it; ;and at laſt ne him- 
ſelf beyond the Seas, SIE theſe Ceo and the-Govern- 


pos thereof. 


order thereunto. 


I. Queſtions of Stare, ethirerniny: the C onflitution of 
the E Eoglib Gaverament. 


Nh by the: Sacred Naiteraade any : Paſte Law of 
| God, there be;any Particular Form of Goverument' pre- 
-ſcribed for the ſeveral Nations *of /the ;W orld ? / or all be left tat 


liberty to conſtitute any ſuch juſt form of | Goverment, 'as tothem 


- ſhall ſeemmoſt convenient?-'And:all Perſons as ſtrictly abliged to 


the juſt and:ireaſonable Obſervance of thoſe Publick [Pats and 
«Conſtitutions, ' whereby their ſeveral Governments are:formed;;as 


of any private 'Patts w toever?-. and/all again at full Liberty.to 
uſe all juſt and reaſonable means:for the preſervation thereof? 


2. Whether by "THE CONSFLILUTION-OF ='FHE-. GO- 
VERKMENT OF ENGLAND in. Legiſlation, or making of 


Laws 


| 


(5 ; 
Regie Poteſt atis,or Zo ppc bird. 


Negative V more than 
fie Hs Hohſes have ? Ang Pipe” ing as 


| his Prerogative, of what belongs to the whole, p22): an, lnva-. 
ding of the Rights, both.of the I ds, ag he Commons; and. 

| within the ſixth Cale of .Hugo, Grotius nt 4 irs 04 6 4 $. Lee 
"IRE juſt force | may | 


P o# Ly by pale -by 008 ue opt, ff age Poder Fr ty of Ent. 
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erg 


- what each of 


nar ghpins ration ice, there be. not cer-, 
tain Carts and: For Fon tl ar þ Tofie, he” pos can, 
neither enlarge. nor,. So. "a pets County the undred:, 
Courts once in't three « ro ters e.g bon . 
thg Courts at. Weſtminſter He eel Int 
he Common SE a; 


ary 0 
nary. Courts of ere þ , oral gdh Su 
the. Judges. of theſs Courts, be ee Proper £ 4 
wha iQ AR and: ought - to > Jeng and. determine, ling.” 
the Kings. Ri Actions, aft "eg 
of "0d to order equa Reotit to. be es the ubj 2 
as to the King: Himſelf? - ry | 
| 5. . Whether by the Conſtitution of the Gerrmmagn + Eve-- 
1 land, , wn all Extragrdinary Sainte nel He of. ParBapent. 4 
| rat the Sup UEr Ix rw "emis wikh-.. 
y - out the King both Judge qt. Edna the Vo ERE and,, Miſdernea-- 
nours of the Jade Me. great Officers of the Nation, and more- 
over enquire into the Actions of the King Rrmſelf, 4o far as they - 
| ' - * concern the Publick State of the(Nationy and'if they” (te cauſe, . 
'q both judge: and: declare : them» to.be-publick Grievances! aod'con-- 
oh trary.to Law, and alſo demand Redreſs by Petition, and allo in» 
caſes of. great importance-aad Neceſſity; when'-the Cavltifiion:. 
and; pablek State'of the» Natio:yig.in danger, by/ Force and Arms? - 
An whether this Right doth not remain inthe Lords. and! Com- - 
mons 


\ 


ment'ft ſelf? and 'in the. Ai ions of gut Antient. 


E1 at Homme. "And therefore, when they had” 
any ed kim wiv the. reſt, not asa R bt whicti he might diſ- 


ib: at that time, *and not promiſ/ary for the future ) obliged to 


6) 
minis of Uig'Ktation 2h Lees Caſs; if. the Ring refuſe to" call "a 


Parliantent, Ao 16 Superibur !Authority or other” 

means, to det ng E: ja Jew between them, when the very 

damental Laws and Conſtitution are in Queſtion Ape | 
ladeed it is plain inthe Frame' and Compoſure. of: th Govern- | } 


ing Parliaments, and 1 on TUE Þ *the Polititie of 'thoſe- 
whom they did” defcend, t t our; Wiſe Anceſtors in the . 

Conttitutign of this' Government didparticularly pe and take 

care of $94! ings * The one to give: all 5ho Hononr and Majeſty 

he at cg A othe King, for the /greater. Honour and 'Adyan- 

ion abroad ; The ee to: etain all the Power that 

NN ee the greater Security and Benefit | 


d confined his gs as much as was thought convenien 5. 


RY F: uſe a 


De a 


we the _AcHons of inferiour Officers, ſupply Defetts,' - 

ps Uia- think fit'to- have frequent Conventions c or Parliaments. 

So. that his Right, hath a great and weighty Dy not a Con- 
dition in Lays as they call it ) eſſentially annexedto it ; and he 
is" in rom otll ed, pream Officer, and a kind-of High Reeve 
of the: Nati _ ens g/? a the County, who in ma- 
ects Os "repreſent h And therefore becauſe 
ſoine haves | in*our 6 Poe ſorted! ſuch an Unaccountableneſs and Irre- 
fifibility in the King as is inconſiſtent with this Conſtitution, and 
others from ſome Clauſes\and Declarations preſcribed in ſome late 


Statutes paſſed foon after the Return f. the late King Charles the Se- 
cond, may think: F(e- bound-in Conſtletige to maintain'the * | 


Gald* nfider ; "and for that end. a: 


| ſame, it may be neceſlary to. | propoſe to their ſerjous confidera- 


tion ſome few hap = | 4 


Quefions urea thoſe Clauſes; and the Oat Pl a7 Deals. 
rations + preſeribe in the; Statutes of [2, I}, & r4- Ch. 2. 


I. T Hether they on Aid taks theſe Oaths and declare +ac- 
V cordingly, are thereby ( being only Declarative of their 


PET 


\ © 


' State of Ex 


, 
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perſiit ia the fame belief, and a& accordingly in all cafes which 
may happen, without further Inquiring or Examination of the 
Truth of 'that matter ? | 5 

2: Whether all or any of thoſe Clauſes, or the Oaths preſcri- 
bed in the Statutes aforeſaid, being all meerly Declarative, and 
not Conſtitutive, do; or can make any real alteration inthe Laws, 
and-in the very Conſtitution of the Government from what they 
were before ? * | | _ 

3. Whether the vulgar ſenſe of theſe Clauſes, Oaths, and De- 
clarations, be not inconſifant with the Natural and Original Right 
of Mankind, to defend and maintain. their Rights 2: the ſpecial 
Conftitution'of the Engijh Government? the frequent Practice of 
Engliſh Parliaments ? and known Principles of Law allowed at 
this day ? be not centrary to the Sentiments. and PraCtices of moſt 
Nations of this part. of the World ? to the Judgment and Prattice 
of divers Reformed Churches upon great deliberation in their ' 
own Caſe ? and of Queen Elizabeth, King Fames, . &c. and the 

in their Aſſiſtance to. other People oppreſſed 

their Kings and their Miniſters?” and of dangerous Conſequences bot 


"to Prince and People ? diſpoſing Princes with more Liberty to 


tranſgreſs the Laws, and expoſing-innacent Pecple, if they believe 
it to oppreſſion by them ; if not, to Wars and Contention with 
them for the maintenance of their Right 2 and therefure the 
Clauſes and Declarations aforeſaid, to be either wholly rejected as 
falſe; or elſe accommodated with ſome better and more conve- 
nient ſenſe and Explication ? as that, which ho Man will deny, 
That neither the. Kimg, nor his Miniſters, ating according to Law, 
may be reſiſted upon any Pretence whatſoever. Ard it may, deſerve 
ſome Conſiderations |, Tees: | | 

4. Whether conſidering the Time, when theſe Statutes were 


| made, the ambiguous Terms in which the Declarations are drawn, 
' neither reſtraining them to Lawful Actions and Commlſlions, be- 


cauſe that would not ſerve the turn, nor expreſly extending to 
Unlawful, becauſe that was not likely to paſs ; the AZiuity and 
cunning Infinuation of the” Remiſh Emiſſaries, and. their real Intereſt 
to have the Government abſolate m one governable Prince, ra- 


| ther than ſubject to'the Counſels and Reſolves. of an untraftable 


Parliament, and the- Tricks which they have ſince impoſed upon 
us ; | it_be not likely that in theſe, as well as ſome other Statutes 
about and fince that time, there may not be ſome of their Pfo- 
0 | B 


jetts 


80: 
teſts eraftily intermixed , and u 


ived-in the tranſport -the 


as 18 now believed ? 


nay may be byaſſed .by Þroſpect of Favour and Advantage, 

but alſo by-Ambiguity of words. as King, Abſolute, 1lmperial ; .it 

may- be fit hope , the word. 
rt. more than one aving Supreme recutive power to govern 
aceor to Laws ,. as the King of England certainly hath , 

| though t Parliament may judge whathes doth: ſo.or.no. $9 

that ifany claim more, that is to be Toda | 

Conſtitution of the Government. So word. 

that is attributed, tg. the Kings of England, 

not in reſpett of Laws, - but of Tenure. The pak: pow of Pope, 

Emperor, or any other perſon or State. in like manner wo 


wenteyeriet, when a noche ory, ater Ges, wo 


IH, eſis Shaw, F: 


Eine related. 


CI 7 Hether the -Matter;-of FaQt- before related, dath 
*”not contain divers very. 
(cord Violations © 


-verawent of this Nation, and be not good Evidence, - and a plain 

Deelaration, that the faid King Fames did certainly + - Var 

NO the Subverſion the and 40. make. it ARNE + 
ore an Enemy toit 2. 


—_ this being done at the: of: the Pa- 


inſtigation- 
x in favour of their Religion, ( which obligeth them All, - 

rince and Peo » 40 ule. thejr-utmaſt-endeavo! 
Eh Bn, en 


th > was alſo an Enemy. OT: 
ft ; Nation, being Proteſtants, an) CONE and his pacey: 
gd. {condemned for. TT y x 


Nation was then in ? ang the rather if the late late King:Charles - 
the Second, had before that time entred into their Communion, Ws 


And becauſe in theſe things many well. eaning . people -may - 
be.impoſed up, not only by the Authority of men , . whoſe Judg- | 


,. doth not neceflarily im- - 


and Pd oper the Matter - 


,-delibergte., and nb 54 


the Laws, and Conſtitution , and tending di- 7 
rectly and-mani ly to the Subverfow of the rrue and ancient Go-- - 
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Nation; Fan not to be urthe iruted therewith? = p Rang 


Nation had heretofore done for his Anceſtors and 
not juſtifiable by the Laws of Godand man? 


prine 
- ment, the deftrudtion: of their "YG and the-ſuppreſſion 


G9) 

3- Whetlier the ſaid/Ring! Famer, having aſſumed to: himſelf 

a power of Suſpending and diſpenſing, with the Laws, and I 
e Lords and:Commons, and-thereb 
s declared! himiclf an s Enemy : to: the 


echic 


4” Whether che Prinze o 3+ to. proſetre-and 


--colnttin the-Right of the Privees and himſelf, and: to defend 
-. and protect an Innocent. people 
rar ay. and Liberties,: from Vi 


t of their 

a porn Mg inſt a 
as1$ (Agar | 

contrary to the Laws, as Elzbeth and the p _ ped 


rey, be 


5-: Whether be: Lords, Gentlemen',, and” others: of this Nation, 
who in this'caſe, for. the preſervation of themſelves- and" their 
Country, invited-the' Prince toicome in; or after his coming en- 
tred-into the Afﬀociation-with him, for the Endsaforeſaid, did 
any' thing therein but what: was: , juſt,. and/ lawful by 
the Laws-of -God.and:Man , the! Contation 'of this Govern. 
ment,  and-many ats in thisKingdom'?” 

6.:Whether the Officers and Sortdiers, whohad'in yentred 
ito; the Service of: the King; are:not to be famed tor have 
acted chereinasrational men, and'tohave.intended a:reaſonable 
and legal Service'to their King and Country, for'the preferyation 
of the legal Government,- Laws-and' Liberties thereof, and: not 
a ſlaviſh Service to- the'will of -at'Tyrant , and* Enemy of their 
Country ; and therefore-in deſerting the King, and 'reyolting. to 
the Prince and his. Afocidtes:; when: this came-/to be __—_ 
ddnot do aw att of 'greater; Generofity , we Fige- 
lity. to the-Gayernment ardtheir Country, than-if: they had con-. 
tinued-in his-Service, and'brutiſhly, oÞ upon a vain and miſtaken 
ipleof Honour, affiſted: to'the: ſubverſion of the Gavern- 


in the- 


and 


|; x x2, SO; 

and: extirpation- of the Religion,” which they themſelves do pro. 

feſs > A ' ; : MES ' * - - " +» pe” _ . - 
The common abuſe of- the term ' Loyalty, to impoſe upon the 

Nation, makes it neteſſary to explain the :gennine 'Notion of it. 

W hich is nothing elſe, when attributed to Perſons; but cither the” 


ſtate-of a. Free-man, or Fus civitatis, or. a Conformity of the ' 


by - Law Eſtabliſhed; But that vulgar notion of Loyalty, whereby - 


| w/o 


many well meaning Men have by the Sophiſtry of Jeſuits” and” ill 
deſigning Diſloyal Men, been impoſed upon, | taken for an'Ative 
Compliancewith,or at leaſt 


very,, Sycophantry, and : Treachery, againſt both King and Go- 

vernment, .and* hath betrayed a whole race.of Kings into great: 

Miſchiefs and Deſtruftions.  . | Foul 
7. Whether upondue conſideration of, the precedent Queſtions, 


"all the reſt of the Proteſtants of theſe Nations ought 'not” i 'Pru- * 


dence, Fuſtice,and Charity to their Country, -to"unive and* join with. 


the ſaid Lords, Gentlemen, and. others; who have affociatet : 


for theend aforeſaid, and unanimouſly agree to commit the Govern- 


ment,” Crown and Dignity thereof, to the. next. undoubted:Heir of 
th: Royal Family, who is duly: qualified for the fame 2- or, by + 


mutual agreement of all parties to ſuch of the Royal Family as 


is beſt qualified for the Management thereof in the preſent Cir- 


© cumſtances? leſt otherwiſe by: their unneceſſary over-cauti- 


ous ſctupulous forbearance they give occaſion and incourage- 


ment'to diſcontented Perſons toinvolve all in ſuch new Troubles, 


FaQtions, Infurrectious, and- Difturbance 'of the Publick . Peace | 


and Settlement, as by their-more.generous Unanimity might eaſi-. 

ly be-prevented 2? - (2 «122-9 OS 
And becauſe here may ariſe ſome Scruples from the Oaths of Alle- 

grance and Supremacy, theſe things as to that may be conſidered. 


1. Whether | the Duty of the-Subject be not proportionable to - 


the Right of the King, and extends no further ? : - - 


2. Whether the word Heirs - ought not tobe _intended., firſt, 
of legal and undoubted Heirs? ſecondly, of: ſuch- as are duly 


qualified for the Diſcharge of ſuch a Publick - Truſt - and - Office, 


and not of any ſuch as are non compos mentis,. QF, which is worle, : 


do cum ratione inſanire, and would: confound and deſtroy. all 2 
| | 3. Whe.. 


| paſſive Submiſſion tothe Will and Plea. 
ſure of. the Prince, whether conformable to the Laws and Efta-: - 
/ bliſhed Government,or not, isin theſe deſigning 'men plainly Koa- . 


\ 


| ('rx/) 

3. Whether in the caſe of Succeſſion, both'the PraQtice of An 
tient Times, and an Antient Formality uſed at the Coronation, 
be not Evidence of -a Right of judging and*choice upon a ſpeci- 
al occaſion, of a fit Perſon of the Royal Family to ſucceed: res 
mating in the Lords and Commons of this Nation? - 

8.” Whether theſe Nations” pfofeſſing themſelves Chriſt;ans 
 ought\not # Duty ts God, and Prudence to themſelvcs, ' to'acknow: - 
jedge with all Reverence and Devotion, his Admirable, Wiſe, 
Powerful,” and Gracious Providence, in theſe late extraordinary 
Revolutions, arid great and ſcaſqpable Deliverance from ſo many 


and great, both incumbent Evits, and 4mpendent Dangers -over | 
them? and to'expreſs theirſen(ſe thereof, bothby Solermm Thanks: 
givings;' by a" ſpeedy arid *effeftual Reformation of that Torrent 
of Debauchery: cart emer ar Pup, for their Ruine, and by . 
- all dutiful' Coneurrence with: the Indications of his'Will thereby: - 
intimated*to-us ?- 3; EIS LITE ETD |; 0 T1 
Wd . nn at Cem wot ot Sn Nation to” be- 
| leve; Tha#the! ſaid King*Fames having 1 ily by*the deluz * 
ſions of the aviſts heb nZ photons Religion, w 2p Menon 
cated,” and reyolted to the Superſtitions and falſe Religion which - 
they: profeſs, may not. by the.ſpecial Providence arnd- Righteous 
Judgment of God for the ſame, and ' other fins, be-defented and . 
left to the Deluſion alſs of their" unſound and deceitful Policies, and - 
thereupon to! he deſerred-by-bis People, and the Army in which he 
truſted,as was Rebohoam by the ten "Tri $?- "2 | 
10. Whether the Special Providence of God, ſo viſible and appa- - 
rent in this caſe, may not juſtly be looked upon by all ſerious - 
Proteſtants,as a Manudution and Indication of his Will, that theſe - 
Nations ſhould concur therewith, in a' cauſe fo. juſt and necefſa- - 
ry,to the Excluſion of the ſaid King Fames from the Government there -- 
of, and to commit the ſame to ſome-other more proper Perſon - 
of the Royal Family ? and whether all, 2ybo ſhall obſtimately refufe, - 
to concur therein, have not ſome-realon to fear-that they may al- - 
fo in ſome degree partake of the ſame Divine Judgments ? * 
11. Whether it be -not alſo a Chriſtian Duty incumbent upon 
. theſe Nations# upon this occaſion to take into their ſerious Con- 
| ws all thoſe prber Attions of the King, ( beſides his revoit-to 
e Romiſh Superſtitions and Abuſes ) which may reaſonably be 
believed to have contributed, as well through-the Judgments cf 
God, as by their natural Efficacy; to the bringing of all this Evil 
| RS - -. 
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_ uponhim.5, and. thereupon. ſpeedily: ta maka-all ack: Bie@tuat . 
Proviſion, as. may. be neceſlary. for the.preyention-or- removal. of 
the fameand. the like: 4-4 Few of miſchich om. the. 'Nation- it 


ſelf ? 
12. And: whether among ſuch, actions may; not Auſlly be. reck- 
oned: as; Notorious,, fieſt , Unchazitable-fomenting.and promo- 
ting of Diſſentions - and DiſtraRions: betweon... Chriſtian Nations 
and uber, ca Secondly ,. Diſcountenancing; the-ſerious: profeſſion 
ad ok of Se Det es od cr 
ging P De F ty 
and on Thirdly; Rane Ty A, 
bliſhed' Government ( contraty- to the: Goronation-Oatty ). and-,cn- 
deavouring to.make. it. arhitrary; . by |yarious-illegal- PraQtices 
both upon. the ordina; Opry i EG , tencg the 
Judges Fa 3 
ſucir as would not , 


ties; and. aria + Hogg Member 8: themſelves, 
i Evils, ſpeedy, proper, _ Os Rem: 
dies -Hught $9-b oe Reyn® 
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Qheſtims of "I Re 1g10n, 7 Hu. | 
_wliation, upon thelato Revolutions 
And <> dt of the KING. 


drertiqge— TT ſad Experience nd the” c 
jw an Know ug ho _ - the Je- 


CACY 3 
—_— Bady pts 


it, s; onftL rhe and 7 x col | an” 
Firſf, Td bat LITE and” Power, 
»ps of Rowe have ſo: long(claim ong:claimed and exercited as 


I Religion. 
which.the 
= peculiar;to:themſelves, \and:derived from-Chriſt by St. Peter, be- 
not.a;groſs.lmpoſture.? . fs jt meeds muſt be , if either no ſpecial* 
Authority vas ever ether given or promiſed by Chriſt-to Sr. Peter, 
© or exerciſed or claimed by him,” more:than whit was given by Sw 
- t8- al] bis Apoſtles, John, 20, 9, 23, Mark x6. IF, 
thern ; or no ſpecial Authority wdy ever conveyed. Se. — To. rhe” 
's Church.or s of -Ronee ., miore than to-any other Gharch or Biſho <A 
A which he Founded and Inſtituted.” 2nd beſides their defect of Proo 
( which lyerh lyerh upon them to make out”) in the one from the Seriptirre, | 
wag o the _ Po 200d Authority; there' are to things of great . 
| Firſt That the ancient Biſhops of Rome claimed” 
he Soma t0.rhemſelves, but by-other and inferiour 
| Ype6 pea oymor bes 15m they now claim. Secondly, 
7h ee > ha groſs Impoſture and.Forgery uſed far the imro=" _ + 
his pretended Authority:- And if ths Pillar: 


work yr fel; ud ks, \thrir pretended jnfallibility , muſt ty. 


-_- 


(14) 
" conſequence fall with it. "And 'of this Subject may be Read, Dr, Bat- 

_ Th Supremacy with Ky Cave of the antient Government | 
the Church. - Secondly, Whether all that whic 
led Popery be not, tuch another Corruption ofi3he' gen 
' Religion, by humane inventions influenced by the 

as was that of the Law of Moſes by the Serves and t arifees At 
the time of the coming of 'our Saviour ?_ and; diretly ading to 
oppoſe, enervateand affront the fame? "This may tafily be percei- 
- wed by comparing the eſſential parts of the Chriftian Religion -with the 
oppoſite Corruptions of Popery, and t * Tendency "of © each. : As 1. The 
Example of the Heads, Chriſt and bis — with og of the Pope. 


and. has oe, 2. The Doctrine. 3. 4-* The Dyſ-' 
cipline. The Means 0 - thts Py Eg 4 eb "may 
be read bY, Moot's Myſtery'of. Frquity,, and a little Tract call. d the 


Myſtery of Iniquity Unvailed, eh by Mr. Allen, ” but Printed 
without bis Name. 

2. Whether, if upon ſuch farther Examination; it ſhould pleaſe- 
God toopen his Eyes, and give hima'clear ſight of his Errors, 
and of the Evils he hath committed,” as welt as thoſe*he- hath 
brought upon himſelf; it will notbe. hi; Daty and. bis Wiſdom i im-" 
mediately thereupon. to-apply himſelf to do the” part 'of "a true 
Penitent, indeed ? to humble himſelf, give Glory: to God, by 
_ Confeſſing and Lamenting: hig Sins, acknowledging the Juſtice of 
his Judgments, and his Puniſhment; be content with a 
retired: penitent Life-z:-and thereby asa part of Reſtitution 'en- 
deavour the Peace of pe Nations, Which he Titty: ſo much 


= ep any. hairs; ailp | 
than he could evir- have enjoyed: 0 | , 

ment of. three Kingdoms. And all ral Heypnſs I Kea wh him” 
both here and hereafter. - © - 
3: Whetherit may not be fit, notwithſtanding hei may not befur- 
ther.truſted-with the Government of theſ&Nations,'upon the Con- 

fideration of Humanity ,- to crear-bim withPity, Civility, and'Re-- 

ſped, and. a Competent Annual Allowance; as may not 
by good Husbandry become intime amean 'of New Diſturbance, 
and.upon Condition that he'do pe yretire to ſome" remote + 
parts; as 7aly, of/the like, and:continue*there;/or-at that diſtance 
without further trouble to theſe Natfons or himſelf ?. | 
| F INIS. | 


